Sheritt s Witice
Holusis County

Ben F. Johnson, Sheriff

Date: August 29,2012

File: 043M003.12

Subject: Supervisor's Inquify - Deputy Michael Sawicki #7633

Please accept this memorandum as the official Report of Investigation. This complaint was
assigned to me for investigation on August 27, 2012. '

Summary of Complaint
E On August 27, 2012 Ashley Harty, the ex-live in girlfriend of Deputy Michael Sawicki came to
the

Sheriff’s Administration building in DeLand, FL and alleged on August 24, 2012 between
the hours of 1245 and 1330, she had sexual intercourse with Deputy Sawicki. Ms. Harty further
alleged Deputy Sawicki was working/on-duty during the time he had sex with her.

Description

On August 27, 2012 Ashley Harty, the ex-live in girlfriend of Deputy Michael Sawicki came to
the Sheriff’s Administration building in DeLand, FL and requested a meeting with me, I had

— previously handled an internal investigation against Deputy Sawicki involving Ms. Harty. that
concluded on August 1, 2012, Sergeant Tom Tatum and I met with Ms. Harty and her friend
Alesia Suarez in the Internal Affairs interview foom. Ms. Harty alleged during the meeting that
on August 24, 2012, while working overtime in DeBary, FL. Deputy Sawicki communicated

with her both by phone and text message and arranged to buy condoms and rendezvous at her
house to have sexual intercourse.

Ms. Harty alleged Deputy Sawicki went to the Winn Dixie store in DeBary on his lunch break
between the hours of 1245 and 1330, used the self checkout lane to surreptitiously purchase
condoms along with a Hungry Man dinner. She said Deputy Sawicki then unplugged his AVL
and drove to her home at 43 Hydrangea Ln, DeBary, FL where they had sexual intercourse. Ms.
Harty alleged just prior to having sexual relations, Deputy Sawicki received a call over his police
radio and he answered, “Ok, I'll be there in 10 minutes.” Deputy Sawicki supposedly tells Ms.
Harty, “We have to hurry.”



Ms. Harty told investigators Deputy Sawicki brought coffee to her at her home later that
afternoon around 1430 hours.

Physical Evidence

On August 27, 2012 [ obtained video surveillance footage from the DeBary Winn Dixie store of
Deputy Sawicki purchasing Hungry Man Boneless Fried Chicken $3.89, Trojan Sensitivity Ultra
Thin condoms $8.49 and Vivarin Original $3.39 plus tax $.56, totaling $16.33 on August 24,
2012 at 1313 — 1314 hours. On August 29, 2012 [ obtained a printout of the sales record from .

Deputy Sawicki’s purchase from the DeBary Winn Dixie store on August 24, 2012 at 1314
hours. v |

On August 28, 2012 I obtained Deputy Sawicki’s Automated Vehicle Locator (AVL) records
from VCSO Information Systems for the month of August 2012. The records indicate Deputy
Sawicki’s AVL disconnected at 1309 hours and reconnected at 1337 hours on August 24, 2012.
Deputy Sawicki’s AVL is then disconnected a second time at 1534:14 hours at Laspada’s
restaurant in Orange City, FL where he just finished his meal break. His AVL then reconnects at
1551:53 hours and is seen on AVL at 1608:46 hours at Ohio Ave and 3rd St, Orange City on an
illegal parking call.

Non-Edited Investigative Statement

On August 27, 2012 Sergeant Tatum and I conducted a sworn recorded interview with Ms.
Ashley Harty at the Sheriff’s Administration building, Internal Affairs interview room. This is a
summary of her statement. 1 :

Ms. Harty told investigators she had invited Deputy Sawicki over to her home on August 24, .
2012 to have sex with her. According to Ms. Harty, “I said to bring condoms and he said he
didn’t have any and I said to get some. He said he couldn't get those in uniform so by the time
he had got to my house I was like “well how did you do it?” like “how did you get them? " and
he said he went through a self check out at Winn Dixie and just hid the box behind a TV dinner
Hungry Man frozen thing and that's how he was able to."

Ms. Harty continued with her explanation of events that day with Deputy Sawicki. She said
Deputy Sawicki told her the night before that he was “voluntold” to work overtime in the
DeBary Orange City zone. Ms. Harty lives in DeBary and said Deputy Sawicki came to her
home and had sex with her between the hours of 1246 and 1400. Prior to the recorded interview
Ms. Harty told investigators that when Deputy Sawicki arrived at her home he received a call
over his police radio. She did not know tlie nature of the call, but said Deputy Sawicki answered
the radio saying, “OK, I'll be there in 10 minutes.” She then said that Deputy Sawicki said they
had to hurry. Ms. Harty e-mailed me and Sergeant Tatum photographs of Deputy Sawicki’s text
messages to her on August 24, 2012. Ms. Harty told investigators that Deputy Sawicki came
over to her home later that afternoon, after returning from the jail and brought her coffee. She
said the time was somewhere around 1430 hours. ;



L_h‘%wmm filing the complaint appeared to be revenge. IShe expressed contempt
Deputy Sawicki and said their relationship was volatile. She had just found out in the early

moming hours on August 23, 2012 that Deputy Sawicki had a sexual relationship with her best
friend sometime around Halloween in 2011.

On August 27, 2012 Sergeant Tatum. and I conducted a swom recorded interview with Ms.
Alesia Suarez at the Sheriff’s Administration building, Internal Affairs interview room. This is a
summary of her statement. :

"Ms. Suarez is Ms. Harty’s close friend and came for moral support while Ms. Harty made the
complaint against Deputy Sawicki. Ms. Suarez did not have any personal knowledge related to
the complaint, other than seeing Deputy Sawicki in an off-duty capacity hanging around Ms.
Harty’s place of employment. Ms. Harty and Ms. Suarez both work for Applebee’s Restaurant
in Heathrow, FL. Ms. Suarez told investigators that she has seen Deputy Sawicki on a couple of
occasions spending close to an hour at the Applebee’s Restaurant waiting for Ms. Harty to get
off work. She said on one occasion Deputy Sawicki sat in an unused section of the restaurant
and Ms. Harty took an order from him for cheese sticks. Ms. Suarez told investigators she
delivered the cheese sticks to Deputy Sawicki and they exchanged salutations. Ms. Suarez did
not have any other information to share with investigators.

On August 27, 2012 I responded to the Winn Dixie grocery store in DeBary, FL. There I met
~ with the store director, Daniel Sitarik and requested to review his video surveillance footage for
the self checkout lines on August 24, 2012. I located Deputy Sawicki using one of the four self
checkout lines to purchase items on August 24, 2012 from 1313 - 1314 hours. I videotaped the
footage because Mr. Sitarik did not have access to the hard drive to a retrieve copy of the
original video footage. Mr. Sitarik told me the person who could access the sales record from

the date and time Deputy Sawicki purchased items would not return to work until August 29,
2012, - -

On August 27, 2012 I contacted VCSO Information Systems Programmer Jaime Martinez to
obtain Deputy Sawicki’s AVL records from August 24, 2012. After receiving the records I then
asked for Deputy Sawicki’s AVL records for the month of August 2012. An analysis of Deputy
Sawicki’s AVL records received on August 28, 2012 show that on August 24, 2012 at 1309:36
hours, his AVL is disconnected while stationary at the District 6 - DeBary sub-station. His AVL
is then reconnected on the same date at 1337:35 hours and located at Saxon Blvd and Veteran’s
Memorial Parkway, Orange City, FL en route to the Volusia County Branch Jail,

Deputy Sawicki’s AVL is then disconnected a second time at 1534:14 hours at Laspada’s

- restaurant in Orange City, FL where he just finished his meal break. His AVL then reconnects at
1551:53 hours and is seen on AVL at 1608:46 hours at Ohio Ave and 3rd St, Orange City on an
illegal parking call.

On August 29, 2012 I received the sales record from Deputy Sawicki’s Winn Dixie purchase
from the seif checkout line on August 24, 2012 at 1314 hours. The record shows that Deputy
Sawicki purchased Hungry Man Boneless Fried Chicken $3.89, ijan Sansitivig: Ultra Thin



condoms $8.49 and Vivarin Original $3.39 plus tax $.56, totaling $16.33. The record also
indicates an anonymized version of Deputy Sawicki’s debit card account number for reference.

On August 29, 2012 I was contacted by Teamster’s representative Josh Vedder and told that
Deputy Sawicki tendered his resignation, effective immediately.  Therefore I concluded my
supervisor’s inquiry. s -

Evaluation of Complaint

Based on a review of the incident, physical evidence, related records and interviews with Ms.
Harty and Ms. Suarez it is apparent that Deputy Sawicki did have contact with Ms. Harty in
violation of his Last Chance “Agreement” with Sheriff Johnson and the County of Volusia. He
also purchased condoms and. 2 Hungry Man meal, disconnected his AVL during the times
alleged and had a radio transmission with Deputy Nick Yackel as described by Ms. Harty. The

urchase of condoms on in_uniform during the middle of Deputy Sawicki’s patrol SRRt~
causes great concern to the allegation of sex on duty. ' '

Attachments

Deputy Michael Sawicki’s AVL record for the month of August.
Winn Dixie sales record of Deputy Sawicki’s purchase.
Deputy Michael Sawicki’s text messages to Ms. Harty.

CD - Video of Deputy Sawicki making purchase at Winn Dixie:
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