
- - - - - O r i g i n a l  Message----- 
From: lohnson, Ben 

zlm - 
- 

To: A l l  VCSO 
Subject: Deltona Po l ice  Department Issue 

The S h e r i f f ' s  O f f i c e  i s  p r i v i l eged  t o  have been prov id ing  law 
enforcement services t o  the  res idents o f  Deltona since the  community 
incorporated i n t o  a C i t y  i n  December 1995. A f t e r  near ly  13 years, our 
serv ice contract  w i t h  Deltona i s  i n  ser ious jeopardy o f  being phased out  
by the  C i ty .  Should t h i s  occur, t he  S h e r i f f ' s  O f f i c e ' s  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
would shr ink and a t  l e a s t  80 VCSO employees would have t o  be l a i d  o f f .  

The Deltona C i t y  Commission has h i red  a consultant t o  study the  
f e a s i b i l i t y  and cost o f  the  C i t y  severing i t s  contract  w i t h  the  
S h e r i f f ' s  O f f i c e  and s t a r t i n g  up i t s  own municipal po l i ce  department. 
The repor t  i s  scheduled t o  be presented t o  the  C i t y  Commission on 
Monday, Ju ly  7th. A f t e r  presentat ion o f  t he  study, the  C i t y  Commission 
could vote t o  create t h e i r  own p o l i c e  department o r  schedule a 
referendum t o  l e t  voters i n  the  C i t y  decide the  issue. E i ther  way, I 
strongly be l ieve  t h a t  the  C i t y  Commission and e lec tora te  should have a l l  
o f  the  f a c t s  before making such a c r i t i c a l  decision. I a lso  bel ieve t h a t  
the  C i t y  Commission should hear from a l l  const i tuencies w i t h  a s take. in  
t he  issue. 

Certainly, t h e  C i t y  has a r i g h t  t o  have i t s  own po l i ce  department i f  
t h a t ' s  what t h e  voters/taxpayers want. But based upon my study o f  t he  
facts, I s t rong ly  be l ieve  t h a t  a municipal po l i ce  department would 
r e s u l t  i n  a more expensive and lesser  q u a l i t y  law enforcement serv ice 
f o r  Deltonans than what the  C i t y  present ly  receives from the  S h e r i f f ' s  
Of f ice.  And I bel ieve t h i s  would have negat ive consequences f o r  both the  
C i t y  and the  S h e r i f f ' s  Of f ice.  Addi t ional ly ,  I have a grave concern t h a t  
the  consul tant 's  study w i l l  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  under-estimate the  cost o f  
s t a r t i n g  up, equipping and running a po l i ce  department. 

The importance o f  t h i s  issue can ' t  be overstated. I encourage you t o  get  
informed and get  involved. I also encourage you t o  at tend the  Deltona 
C i t y  Comrnicsion meeting on Monday and make your oices heard before i t '  
t o o  l a t e .  - R 


