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WITNESS STATEMENT

TT — Sgt. Tom Tatum GB - Inv. Glen Bennett TD — Dep. Travis Deane
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JV — Dep. Josh Vedder (Teamsters Rep) BW — Bob Walker (Teamsters Rep)

Ok the recorder is on. This is the administration of oath and perjury warning. It’s
in reference to case number [A-11-017. The witness name is Dep. Travis Deane.
I’'m Sgt. Tatum with the Volusia County Sheriff's Office internal atfairs unit.
Today’s date is May 18, 2012 and the current time is 1517 hours. The current, or
I’m sorry the location of this interview is the sheriff’s office administrative offices
in Deland. Also present during this interview is Inv. Bennett and we also have
Dep. Josh Vedder and Teamsters rep Robert Walker who are representing Travis,
Travis are you aware that this interview is being recorded?

Yes sir..

Ok, I am conducting an official administrative investigation concerning most
recently the directives 26.2.106 Untruthfulness, and directive 26.2.145 Texting
use of data devices while driving VCSO vehicle. As a Florida law enforcement
officer and Notary Public of the state of Florida I am empowered to take sworn
statements. At this time I would ask that you raise your right hand and be sworn.
Do you solemnly swear or affirm the statement you’re about to give is the truth,
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth?

Yes sir.

Any false statements about material matters given by a witness under oath will
constitute perjury which is a third degree felony according to section 837.02
Florida Statutes. Do you understand that if you knowingly make material
misstatements of facts to me during this investigation you will have committed
the crime of perjury?

Yes sir.

Alright. That’s just the directives so you guys have a copy of it. Alright Dep.
Deane did you have time to review the documents provided to you and your
representatives?

Yes sir.

Alright, prior to the recording did you read and understand the garrity warning as
provided to you?
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Yes sir.

Alright. You were served with an amended 1A in reference to this investigation
on May 7, 2012 and you received a copy of your law enforcement officer bill of
rights?

Yes sir.

Ok. Alright Travis basically what we’re doing here is with your last interview
being March 12, 2012,

Uh huh.

Per that interview some additional information that came out during your
conversation with us, we went out and spoke to a couple of additional witnesses.
So we just want to talk to you about that. You saw the people that we spoke to...

Uh huh.

...50 we're just going to cover some of that, what our conversation was ok? Ok
one of the people that we did talk to is Sgt. Whitener who was formally Dep.
Whitener and worked in Deland. So Dep. Deane did you have a conversation
with Dep. Whitener several days prior to making the arrest on Steven Dehut about
m}eing battered and do you remember asking his opinion what you
shou

o about it?

I remember speaking with him the night of the incident yes.

The night of the incident?

Yes.

Ok where was that?

I believe it was outside the district office.

Ok what did you ask him?

[ posed him with the situation that she had initially said she got hit and then
became I'm trying, evasive when I started asking her more about it um, and that
she had gotten to a safe location and what his thoughts on it were because I didn’t
know 100% how to handle the situation. My biggest concern was her safety and

she was safe and she wasn’t particularly helpful for the police investigative
aspect.



93

94

95

96

97

o8

99
100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
111
112
113
114
115
116
117
118
119
120
121
122
123
124
125
126
127
128
129
130
131
132
133
134
135
136
137
138

TD

TD

TD

TD

TD

D

TD

D

TD

Ok so with your conversation with at the time Dep. Whitener, we’ll just call him
Sgt. Whitener.

Ok.

With Sgt. Whitener did you tell him specific names, did you tell him you were

talking about [ lnd Steven Dehut.
I don’t recall having used specific names, I very well may have.
Because he knows|lland Steven also. ..

Uh huh, he does.

...because he's worked in Pierson for many years.

Uh huh.

So you think you would have told him the names of the people you were, or were
you posing a hypothetical?

1 don’t recall if T used their names specifically. Ivery well may have. It wasn'ta

stand out conversation. Like it isn’t something that is a landmark in my mind to
where I remember all the details of it.

And Travis we're not trying to have you do like landmark revelations or anything
like that.

Right.

But obviously you guys both know these people...

Right.

...that are involved so when you're having a conversation with him 1 mean you

don’t recall saying hey you know what? [JJlliust called me, she and Steven got
into an argument.

I really don’t remember if I said specifically JJlij. 1 probably did but I really
don’t remember. I do remember having a conversation with him about the
incident I just don’t remember if I specifically said their names or not.

Ok so you gave him the rundown of what was going on. Basically what took
place between the two?

Yeah I believe so.
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In your conversation with [

Yes sir.

What, did you ask his opinion, what do you think I should do?

[ think 1 asked his opinion about what he thought about it or what he though 1
should do about the incident stuff like that since there really wasn’t a tremendous
amount there to go on.

50 what did he tell you?

He said you know it’s up to me to handle it how | want, that he also felt the same
way as far as if it were him in the situation knowing that her well being is good
that’s the most important thing and if there’s not enough to go on then. ..

Does Sgt. Whitener know your relationship with her?

[ believe so.

So he knows that you guys are pretty good friends?

Right, he knows that we associate, we’re associated with each other.

So was that of any concern when you were speaking with Sgt. Whitener was hey
you know what we’re pretty good friends, what do you think I should do?

It wasn’t a conversation with Whitener because I was concerned about a
friendship conflict, it was [ was concerned about a friend. Does that make sense?
I didn’t ask him because I was worried about oh well it’s a friendship what should
I do? It’s hey she’s a friend what should 1 do? I guess that probably doesn’t
make any sense. I'm trying to think of how...

Because the way Sgt. Whitener you know said in his statement the way he spoke
to us...

Uh huh.
...it was more like look you know this may be a criminal element to this.

Uh huh.

You know with my relationship with her what do you think I should do? Is that
the way the conversation went?
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It, I really just don’t remember. It may have been. ...
5o this was at the district and it was...

It was...

...probably early morning hours?

It, was it on, I think T looked through the paperwork. That was a Friday,
Saturday, Sunday stint?

Uh huh.

And if I was the Yankee unit 1 would have been getting off at 4:00 in the moming
so it probably would have been close to that.

Ok.

May I see your packet right there is that alright?
There’s transcripts in that one...

In this one?

...if that’s what you're looking for.

Ok yeah, I think...

It should be the same ones that are in Travis’.
Ok sorry.

Alright Travis what I want to talk to you about now is your conversation with Sgt.
MeGuire...

Uh huh.
...the night of the disturbance. Or actually it’s gonna be the night of the arrest,
Ok.

On December 14", So you spoke with Sgt. McGuire and you told him about the
domestic incident and your relationship with [

Uh huh.
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As far as being friends.

Uh huh.

Did you tell him that she was at your Halloween party the month before?
No sir.

Do you think that might have been important to tell him?

I didn’t think it was a particularly pertinent detail. [ had expressed that we were
friends.

Ok you say you expressed that you’re friends but [ mean did you tell him that you
were friends on facebook?

No.

You know she had been to your house, your party?

No.

What about the how you call each other hubby and wifey?

No [ hadn’t expressed that either.

Ok. Don’t you think that would be kind of important information when you’re
talking about a potential domestic issue? And your relationship with her though
you're saying not romantic. ..

Uh huh.

...you’re still calling each other terms of endearment. ..

Uh huh.

...you know by hubby, wifey and that makes people who look at this say you
know what, they seem a little bit closer than just friends, people that know each
other from the restaurant you know what I’'m saying?

Uh huh, T understand what you're saying. I didn’t feel the details were
particularly pertinent because to me it had only ever been a friendship. Tt wasn’t
anything more nor was I striving for anything more. 1 mean men and women flirt
with each other to some extent even if they’re friends and that’s all | ever saw it
as.
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Because according to Sgt. McGuire if he would have known the information with
you calling each other these little nicknames hubby wifey...

Uh huh.

...and that she had been at your house, been at your party, he said he would have
taken a different action. He would have had somebody else take the report.

Ok.

So this is all information that probably would have been important for you to be
forthright and up front with him at the time you were having that conversation.

Ok.
So, do you agree with that?

Had I volunteered that much more information and Sgt. McGuire says that it
would have changed the outcome of events then 1 guess it would have changed
the outcome of events. You know hindsight’s 20/20 1 didn’t think any of the
details were pertinent at the time but obviously now it would have worked out to
my benefit.

Alright along those lines too when you had your conversation with Sgt. McGuire
did you tell him that_and Steven Dehut lived together at the time of

the battery?

I don’t think I said that. I don’t believe that they were living together at the time
of the incident hecausc-had specifically told me she was going to Steven’s
house for a party. They had lived together previously. I think in my report | even
documented a time frame from this month to this month or what not in a certain
year.

Right, we’re talking about the conversation that you had with Sgt. McGuire.

Uh huh.

Do you specifically remember telling him that they lived together?

At the time of the incident?

At the time of the incident.

I don’t think 1 said that. I don’t believe I said that.

Ok because you had a chance to look through his transeripts and...
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Uh huh. I saw that he said he believed I had told him that.

And then he said it was his understanding that they had, they were currently living
together and that was what he based his decision on to make the arrest because
they still lived together.

I don’t think they lived together and I wouldn’t have said they lived together if
they didn’t. I know they had in the past.

Uh huh.

[ mean if [ review the report I can see if I, if they were currently living together or
living together at the time of the incident I’d have notated it in the report. And if
it’s not in the report then they weren’t living together. So. ..

Yeah and..
...without actually being able to read it and know for sure.

[ don’t believe it’s in the report. Tmean it’s in there where you documented that
previously they had lived together for a short time.

Uh huh.

Alright and in your previous statement to Sgt. McGuire or actually with your
interview with us you said that you told Sgt. McGuire that you and Steven Dehut
had not been the best of friends and then you went on to talk a little bit more
about the couple times that you had contact with Steven...

Uh huh.

...and that you know he had illegal tint on his window...
Uh huh.

...and you never wrote him a citation or anything.
Correct.

But when you were talking to Sgt. McGuire that night did you tell him about all
these things like these prior contacts that you've had with him or...

Not in detail, I thought I had made mention to Sgt. McGuire that Steven and [ had
butted heads or didn’t necessarily get along with each other but I don’t remember
any specific detailed incidences that I’d have outlined to him.
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Because [ was reading through your transcripts and I was trying to see because the

way you answered it was you know basically that you guys weren’t the best of
friends.

Uh huh.

And then you went on to say about all the prior contacts you had with him.

Uh huh.

So I didn’t know if that was something you told him that night or if that was
something that you kind of just told us. You know what I'm saying?

I didn’t, I don’t believe that I told Sgt. McGuire about the specific incidents and
run ins. [ thought I had made mention to him that Steven and I weren’t in any
kind of way friendly.

Because Sgt. McGuire doesn’t recall you saying anything about you having an
issue with him with Steven Dehut.

Ok.

Because he said that would have set an alarm off for him to be more aware of

what was going on. Alright, did [ BBl and again this goes back to the
conversation that we had the first time...

Uh huh.

...during your interview. You said that ||| il had sent vou a picture of the
beer cups on your patrol car?

She sent me a picture of a patrol car with cups on it and later found out it was
mine or was under the impression it was mine given the information 1 got after the
party that people had done that.

Did she, was that a text or how did she send that to you?

It was, it’s a text message or a multimedia message. It comes in like a text
message but it’s deemed something different because it’s a photograph.

Now when she sent the picture to you did she attach any kind of a statement or
anything with it?

The picture came by itself but prior to the picture and without actually looking at
my phone to see the time stamps, but the same day earlier from that she sent me a



415
416
417
418
419
420
421
422
423
424
425
426
427
428
429
430
431
432
433
434
435
436
437
438
439
440
441
442
443
444
445
446
447
448
449
450
451
452
453
454
455
456
457
458
459
460

TT

TD

TT

TD

TT

TD

TT

TD

TT

TD

TT

TD

TT

TD

TT

TD

TT

long text message about and I'm paraphrasing, 1 hope you’re happy you’ve ruined
my Christmas, my relationship with my boyfriend, my relationship with my
parents, this is obviously what you wanted blah, blah, blah, blah, blah. And I
responded to her and said I'm sorry things suck right now, that’s not what 1
wanted to have happen but I had to do my job and if you want to hate me for it
then so be it. And then shortly after that I got the picture of the car.

Alright do you remember what day you got that picture? Was it, because the
arrest was on the 14™, do you recall off hand?

Hubh uh, I, no not off hand I don’t recall.

Ok.

It would be afterwards because [ mean she made mention specifically before the
picture about how I ruined everything which is in reference to arresting Steven.

Uh huh.

So.

Alright did you have a chance to meet with Dep. Sierstorpff at some point and
show him the picture of the beer cups on the patrol car?

Uh huh.

Do you remember where you were when you guys had that conversation that he
saw that picture?

I believe we were eating inside the restaurant.

And you’re referring to?

Pierson Family Restaurant.

Ok. And we believe that was December 16™ which is two days after the arrest...

Ok.

...is when you guys had that conversation. Do you remember what the discussion
was?

Like between?

Between you and Taylor.

10
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Taylor and 1?7 Um, not any specific details. | remember, | say it’s in the
restaurant because [ seem to remember like leaning on the table and being across
from him and showing him my phone to show him the picture and | think I had
told him that [l sent it to me but again I don’t really remember a tremendous
amount about the conversation.

Do you remember saying anything to Taylor about they’re not going to be able to
tell that this is my patrol car, there’s no numbers on it, anything like that?

I probably made statements along the lines of it’s good that the picture’s not good

it's compromising but the silver lining concept is there’s no numbers on the car so
it’s not specifically gonna shaft me you know what I mean?

Right.

So.

Alright so that was as far as the conversation was?

That I can remember.

Did she send you any other texts?

That, the pictures...

I mean as far as pictures.

That one picture is the last message | ever got from her. And the one prior to it
where [ said I'm sorry you feel that way if you want to hate me then so be it is the

last message | ever sent her.

Ok so it’s still and 1 don’t want to put words in your mouth but it’s still your

statement that you were unaware of these beer cups that were on the hood of the
patrol car?

At the time of the party?
At the time of the party.

Yeah I didn’t know anything about them 1 found out about it the next day and 1
was thoroughly displeased.

So the kegs, the keg of beer where everybody was you know pouring beer...

Uh huh.

11



507 TT ... wasin the garage.
508

509 TD Uh huh.

510

511 TT  The garage door is open.
512

513 TD  Uh huh.

514

515 TT And the patrol car is sitting right there by the front of the garage.
516

517 TD Right.

518

319 TT  So with you in there partaking as you said in the alcohol.
520

521 TD  Uh huh.

522

523 TT  Atno time did you see those beer cups sitting on your patrol car?
524

525 TD  Ididn’t see the beer cups sitting on the patrol car and after it occurred and [ was

526 told about it T asked you know where was 1 yada, yada, yada, and they said you
527 were in the bedroom which is what we had discussed.

528

529 TT Who said you were in the bedroom?

530

531 TD  The people that played beer pong. My sister, my brother in law, some other
532 people.

533

534 TT Ok so it’s your statement that you weren’t present when anybody was playing
535 beer pong or that you never saw the. ..

536

537 TD 1 wasn’t present.

538

539 TT ...cups on the patrol car that night.

540

541 TD  Not that night.

542

543 TT  Alright Travis on December 11, 2011 which was the night that you got the phone

544 call fmm_ -

545

546 TD  Uhhuh.

547

548 1T ...in reference to the disturbance you made an arrest on a male I believe it was for
549 not having a driver’s license and you were transporting him to the jail do you

550 recall that?

551

552 TD  Uhhuh.

12
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And I gave you a copy of the CAD printout for that night just to refresh your
mind and [ think the affidavit is even in there also.

Yes.

You provided us last time we had our conversation, had your interview, with
some text messages that were sent between you and [

Correct.

So after reading those text messages it appeared that you were driving your
prisoner to the jail and there were some text messages that were being sent back
and fourth. So my question to you is were you driving your patrol car when those
texts were being sent?

Yes.

Ok and you're aware of the county policy 26.2.1457

The one that says you can’t use your data device or your MDC while operating a
vehicle?

That you can’t, you’re not allowed to text.
Or use your MDC.

Or use your MDC uh huh, yeah.

Yep.

So you’re aware of that policy? Do you feel like you violated that policy with the
texting?

Yes.
Ok, did you bring your phone bill in?
Yes.

Ok. We need to take a look at that because your prior statement you said that you
had a conversation with-aﬂer the text messages that were kind of hard to
understand.

Uh huh.

13
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So you were saying that you had a conversation with her on the phone.

Uh huh.

So what we’d like to do is just verify that you actually had a phone conversation
with her instead of just these text messages.

My particular concern on that is the last time I provided information to absolve
myself of an accusation 1’m in turn being dinked for it again for lack of a better
term.

Well here’s the problem Travis. You're talking about she’s asking about
something from you as a law enforcement officer and you’re using your telephone
to talk to her...

Uh huh.

...in regards to a possible criminal violation that may be taking place.

Uh huh.

So are you telling me that you’re not going to provide those phone statements to
us?

['m not saying 1 won’t provide them I’'m just expressing my concern.

[ understand.

So.

And like I said we’re just tooking at that two hour window between 2 and 4.

Ok, 1 can, [ can do that.

Do you have them with you?

I do.

Ok.

I printed out the specific page that has the phone call on it and I marked the phone
call. T guess that’s number 1, I think it’s 175 or 176 on there. It’s got a little hash

mark next to it.

This is something I'm not good with.

14
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What’s that? Phone bills, phone records?

Absolutely.

Actually I think it says 3:29 as the time frame.

Ok was that the, lets see, 3:29.

And it should have her phone number listed next to it.
Right I got it here.

And if you guys want a copy of that I’d be happy to provide a copy of it so long
as everything else except for that one phone call is blocked out. Like I'li tape...

Yeah.

...I"ll tape paper on it and we can photocopy it if need be.

Yeah Travis we’re not interested in this other stuff.

L Pm...

You know we’re just interested in the phone conversation that yoﬁ had with her.

I understand and I don’t necessarily think that it was your efforts to retrieve the
text messages that [ willingly provided in attempts to again dink me with
anything. But just because it’s not your intention doesn’t mean that won’t, that
isn’t what will come from it, does that make sense?

Uh huh, yeah, yeah I understand. Ok, so you had the one conversation with her at
3:29? And that was when you were leaving the jail I assume because looking at
CAD it looks like maybe you cleared the jail about that time. Do we have that
print out, let me see that. Yeah you cleared at 0329 so, so you did have a
conversation with her shortly after you left the jail.

Uh huh.

What did she tell you in that phone conversation?

I don’t remember anymore. I thought I had discussed it during my initial
interview.

So you don’t recall anymore?

Huh uh.
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Alright. Do you mind if Glen asks you any questions?
No I don’t mind.

Actually T don’t have anything.

Alright do you guys have anything?

Just to reiterate something, make it plain. When you talked with Sgt. McGuire
that night you did say I'm friends with this girl?

Correct.
And 1 see her all the time.

[ had expressed a friendship. 1don’t know if [ expressed the quantity of
association.

Yeah well that was my next thing, Did you feel the need to pile on all these
details like?

The way I had viewed my relationship with [JJJlwas as a friend and 1 had called
Sgt. McGuire because | thought it may be a conflict of interest since we were
friends and I wanted clarification from him.

And you told him there was no romantic involvement or desire or anything,

Correct, 1 think his specific questions were “are you sleeping with her?” “have
you slept with her?” “are you trying to sleep with her?” or “are you dating her or
anything of the sorts?” and when [ answered no to all of those he said then. ..

Ok. That’s it guys.

Alright Travis is there anything else in this investigation that you would like to
talk about before we conclude the interview?

Out of curiosity how come nobody else on the witness list I provided you was
contacted in reference to anything? And the only reason 1 ask is because
obviously there’s a criminal investigation or a criminal proceeding going on and
my attorney solicited witness statements from over a dozen people that all conflict
with what the vindictive person or the person who has an ax to grind with me has
said.

We're here talking about what you know and what your knowledge is of the
incident.
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Ok, fair enough.
Well how, were they going to dispute the fact that the cups were on the car?

No.

Were they going to dispute the fact the car was not in your driveway in front of
your house?

No.

Were they going to dispute the text messages while you drove a 10-15 down State
Road 117

No.

So what, I'm trying to think of the pertinent information that they would provide
that we don’t already have.

Reference, reference my first interview and the allegations that were initially
brought against me. That’s what [ was referencing. Obviously they would have

no input what occurred with the particular arrest or anything of the investigation
or that sorts.

They'd have other testimony to offer that beer was not served to|JJjor e

Not by me. Aside from that that’s all I have was just the curiosity as to why it
wasn’t, why other people weren’t contacted.

Ok.

Very good.

The time is now 1545 hours, this concludes the interview with Dep. Travis Deane.
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I, Sgt. Tom Tatum, swear that the forgoing
is an accurate transcription of the sworn
recorded statement of Deputy Travis Deane
taken by me on May 18, 2012.

(Signed) j

-~

Sworn to and subscribed before me thised
Day of —¥YhCaq. ,2012.

Notary PublicyState of Florida

e, SHELLEY HATTAWAY
s"l‘?m %i‘* Commission 4 DD 903567
%ot IR 53 Expires June 30. 2013
K o Banded Th Troy Fasn isurance B00-3857019

(Print, type or Stamp Commissioned Name
of Notary Public)

My Commission Expires:

My Commission Number is:

Personally Known .~
Produced identification
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