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The recorder is on. This will be a taped interview reference to IA-11-017.
Today’s date is April 19, 2012 and the time is 1355 hours. The location of the
interview is District Four Deltona, sergeant’s office. Presently being interviewed
1s Sgt. Chuck Whitener. Also present is Inv. Glen Bennett with the Volusia
County Sheriff's Office Internal Affairs unit. T’'m Sgt. Tatum with the Volusia
County Sheriff's Office Internal Affairs unit. Sgt. Whitener, are you aware that
this interview is being recorded?

Yes sir.

As a Florida law enforcement officer and a Notary Public of the state of Florida I
am empowered to take sworn statements. At this time I would ask that you raise
your right hand and please be sworn. Do you swear that the statement you’re
about to give is the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth so help you
God?

Yes sir.

Alright Sgt. Whitener. Can you tell me where you were assigned December 14,
20117

District two, delta shift, 24 zone.

Ok do you recall responding to an address in Deland and arresting Stephen Dehut
for domestic violence?

Yes sir.

Ok here’s a copy of the report just to refresh your memory on it. And that report
number is 11-37078. So do you recognize that, do you recall that report?

Yes sir, yes sir.

Ok. And do you recall responding to the residence?

Yes sir.

And the residence, the address is 1878 Holly Blvd in Deland.

Yes sir.
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Alright do you remember who requested you to go by that residence and make
contact?

D20, Sgt. McGuire.

Sgt. McGuire? How did he notify you?

I believe it was I-call if [ remember correctly. He called me on TAC, got me on I-
call, said this is what we’ve got. It was a domestic violence call we have probably
cause. Go try to make contact with him and if you're in contact make him 10-15
or under arrest.

Ok so Sgt. McGuire contacted you on I-call?

Yes sir.

Alright and do you know where he was when he was making that I-call?

As far as | know he was in Pierson.

And do you think he was meeting with Dep. Deane?

Yes sir.

Ok. Did you ever receive any MDC messages from Dep. Deane?

Not that 1 can remember.

Requesting that you go by the residence and check?

Not that I can remember.,

Take a look at this. This is a print out of the MDC message that came from Dep.
Deane and he sent it to you and Dep. Sierstorpff.

And he did because that’s my terminal number so.
Ok the M340 is yours?
Yes sir.

Alright. So you got this MDC message, was that before or after you got the I-
call?

That I do not remember.
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So you don’t recall which one came first?
I don’t remember which was first I'm sorry.

Ok. So there’s nothing that would be in your memory about which one came
first?

No sir. [ could think all day and I probably wouldn’t be able to remember which
one was first.

Ok. Alright and once the request was made can you kind of tell me again what
you were told?

Basically it was a domestic violence issue between a boyfriend and a girlfriend
and basically we have probably cause for an arrest on him.

Ok. Did you have a conversation with Dep. Travis Deane about the incident? As
far as I know a lot of times the guys call each other and say hey I’ve got charges
on this guy can you go pick him up.

I don’t remember anything that night.

Ok.
Except for of course the MDC message.
Did you ever have a conversation with him about this?

Yes sir. Probably three or four days prior to this he brought it to my attention
asking advise on what he thinks he should do. That the same boyfriend and
girlfriend where she brought, the girlfriend brought it to his attention that the
boyfriend beats her up and that she was scared of him and what he thought he
should do about it being that they were friends. And I advised him that if he had
probable cause to belicve that a crime was occurring that he needed to act on it of
course but being that he was friends with this girl he should probably get another
deputy to handle it. And he said “ok™ and that’s the last we spoke of it.

Now was this in reference to the disturbance where the arrest was later made from
that incident or was this something that was talked about in general?

I don’t if it was, I don’t know if the probable cause that he had that night when we
made the arrest I don’t know if it was the same incident or not. He didn’t say.

So did he talk to you about the, about you know what his, about the call that he
was talking about, you know what [ mean? When he brought this up in
conversation...
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When he spoke, when he brought the conversation to start with he just said that
the girlfriend brought it to his attention that she was beat up and that he was
scared of her. Now whether the same incident that he was talking to me that night
was the same one that he had probable cause for nights later, if that's the same
incident I don’t know.

Ok.

[-don’t know if maybe he beat her up in between the time that he spoke with him
and there was two separate incidents I don’t know.

So you don’t recall exactly how far before the arrest that conversation took place?
You said it was a couple days?

It was at least a couple days.

Alright because the initial disturbance that Dehut was ultimately arrested for
occurred several days prior which would be on the 11"

Then it was probably the same incident.
But he didn’t go into any details with you about exactly what took place?
Not that I can remember. Just that he beat her up.

Ok.

And just to make sure that the conversation you had with him, this was not the
day that the arrest was made?

No.
Ok.
Before the fact. It was, | don’t know it could have been a couple days to a week 1
don’t remember how many days but I know for a fact it was prior to the night we

made the arrest,

What was his response when you told him that you know if you're friends with
her you should probably have somebody else take the report?

He just said “ok thanks for the advice, thanks for talking to me” and that was it.

Sgt. Whitener what do you know is his relationship with -?
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Friends as far as [ know. I'know that being in Pierson there’s limited places to
eat, she works at the one restaurant that we all go to eat at all the time so I know
he’s friends that way. 1 know they’ve texted and I know they do phone calls back
and fourth. Ifit was anything more than that I don’t know about it.

So you’re not aware of any romantic relationship that they’re involved in?

No sir.

Ok. Alright, so who brought the affidavit down when you made the arrest?
Because 1 don’t think Travis is going to leave Pierson to come down to Deland to
drop oft an affidavit.

If I remember correctly I think once we made the arrest I did the transport because
of course 1 knew Stephen from working in Pierson so he kind of was comfortable
with me. IfT remember I want to say Sgt. McGuire met me and brought it down
and gave it to me if [ remember correctly.

Did Sgt. McGuire have any contact with Stephen Dehut?

Not to my, not that I can remember. I don’t remember him ever speaking to him
or anything.

Did Stephen Dehut make any kind of statement as to what took place that night?
Well we, we knocked on the door he woke up of course he was sleeping. We
went in, as soon as we made contact we placed him in handcuffs, told him he was
under arrest and basically his first comments were, out his mouth were “I know
who’s doing this, it’s Travis he hates me”

Did he say anything in regards to the disturbance that you were there?

He kept saying nothing ever happened.

Ok so when you were in the house did you have the occasion to look around to
see if there’s any signs of a disturbance?

Yeah I walked all around the house because I asked him if I could check and see
if anybody else was in the house. He said ves and I didn’t see signs of any type of

disturbance. House was relatively clean actually.

Did you see any holes in the walls from people where they may have punched
holes in the wall?

I seen a few holes in the walls that he claimed were old.
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Where were those located?

I think they were, one of them was in the bedroom where he slept. 1 think that’s
the only one I can really remember is that one hole.

So it was just the one hole?

That I can remember yeah.

Ok. And he said that was old?

Uh huh.

Alright so he basically didn’t give you any kind of a statement. ..
No sir.

...as to what took place? Alright did you write a supplement report?
[don’t remember. 1'd have to look it up and see if I did.

[ don’t see one on file so.

Then if it’s not filed I didn’t write it.

Ok. So you did the transport?

Yes.

And you said you kind of know Stephen Dehut a little bit. Did he say anything
while you were transporting him?

Only about him and -hnw that, he’s claiming he didn’t touch her and she lies
all the time and that he was going to move to Georgia because if she’s gonna do
him like that he’s leaving. But he just talked about her he never, he didn’t really
talk about Travis or anybody else.

Ok, alright. Did he, other than saying “I know who did this, it’s Travis he hates
me” is there anything else that he said like he shouldn’t have been arrested or
anything along those lines?

He probably said he shouldn’t be going to jail because he didn’t do anything. He
kept saying that over and over again.

Ok. Alright and what was Dep. Sierstorpff’s role in this?
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He was with me when we effected the arrest.

Ok.

And that was it.

Alright, Glen do you have anything?

Yeah, sarge [ just want to go back and clear up, try to clear up some dates of the
incident and when you had talked to Dep. Deane about possibly or his friend

being battered, making the arrest, you know what I'm talking about right?

Yes sir.

Alright, the incident that he was arrested for, Stephen Dehut, occurred on Sunday
the 11", Wednesday is when you made the arrest of Stephen Dehut. Do you
recall if I showed you the report if you looked at it if in fact you spoke to Dep.
Deane about this incident and then the arrest was made, and we're not talking
about a different incident? [ want to clear up the conversation time and...

Ok. That’s not, like I, I don’t know if it was the same incident or not. | do know
for a fact that when he spoke with me I know we had a, 1 want to say it might
have been the day the evening of the incident because | know for a fact we were
off and then when we came back because we were off a couple days in between.
So it may have been, it could have been Friday, Saturday or Sunday that weekend.
So that Sunday may have been your last shift on.

Right.

You had off Monday Tuesday...

Uh huh.

...reported back Wednesday.

So I don’t remember what day, it could have been Friday, Saturday or Sunday |

don’t remember. It may have been before the incident it may have been the
evening of the incident I just don’t remember.

Ok that’s all [ have.
Is there anything else you can think of?

Well there, nothing, | mean 1 don’t know if it’s relevant but it’s something | want
to say on behalf of you know us being deputies is [ saw -and Steve a couple
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days after this in Daytona at the mall being lovey dovey and [ at the time forgot
that he told me he was moving to Georgia because of her. So [ said “oh are you
still moving to Georgia?” and he said “no, she told me that she wasn’t the one that
turned me in or talked to anybody so I'm staying now” which tells me she bold
face lied to him so what else is she lying about. [ just want to add that.

She told Stephen that she’s not the one that reported it?

She told Stephen that she didn’t report anybody and that it was somebody else.
She didn’t say nothing, she didn’t call us or anything and didn’t talk to anybody is
what she told him and so he said he wasn’t moving to Georgia now because they
talked and she told him it wasn’t her so he's not leaving.

Now your conversation with Dep. Deane reference to you warning him of the
possible conflict of interest because of the relationship friendly or whatever, do
you remember anymore anything that was said in relation to that? [ mean who is
she, what is she? [ mean did he tell you that it was in Fact- this is the
girl or did he say hypothetically?

Yes [ knew it was-. he told me it was -
Ok,

But he really didn’t say much more than that because | know her as well as he
does so he really didn’t have to go into too much detail and I know Stephen as
well as he did so detail into that really didn’t come out once he said it was |1
knew exactly all the parties involved.

Do you happen to recall if that conversation was taken, took place at the end of
the shift, night time?

[ want to say it was at the district. And normally, so [ want to say probably right
in the middle of the night because Travis working in Pierson usually didn’t come
to the district till the end of the shift and that’s where he spoke with me at was
behind district two so T want to say it was closer to the end of his shift. Probably
2 in the morning, 1:30, 2 in the morning.

Do you by chance remember if he was like just coming back to the district from
making an arrest when he stopped by the district. ..

That [ don’t know.
...and had that conversation.

That I have no idea. 1 just like I said | just know normally he’s not at the district
till towards the end of the shift.



369
370
371
372
373
374
375
376
377
378
379
380
381
382
383
384
385
386
387
388
389
390
391
392
393
394
395
396
397
398
399
400
401

GB

Cw

GB

CwW

TT

Cw

TT

Cw

TT

CwW

1T

Do you recall if he drove a 10-15 out to the branch jail that evening?
I do not remember.

No? He never called you and said hey | may need you to do me a favor and go by
this house at all that evening?

Not that I can remember.

Did he, did Travis ever make any statements that he was out to get Travis or I'm
sorry Stephen?

He never came out and said it. Not to me. But once again all the deputies that
worked up there at the time we know how Stephen was. We knew his attitude
we’ve seen his attitude.

What do you mean by his attitude?

He’s rude sometimes. He disrespects her sometimes, right there in the restaurant
in front of everybody and he’s came in and done it as she’s sitting there taking
orders from people he’ll walk in and put his arms around her and cover her eyes
while she’s sitting there taking orders and working. You know and I’ve seen him
holler at her you know make fun of her just basically be disrespectful and this is
right in the middle of the restaurant.

Ok. Anything else you’d like to add or delete from your statement?
No sir.

Alright Sgt. Whitener [ appreciate you taking the time to talk to us. This will
conclude the interview. The time is now 1411
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