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Witness Statement

TT — Sgt. Tom Tatum GB — Inv. Glen Bennett KC —_

Ok the recorder is on. This will be a taped interview reference to IA 11-017.
Today’s date is January 19, 2012, The time is approximately 1015 hours. The
location of this interview is the 4™ floor admin in Deland. Presently being
interviewed [l Also present is Inv. Bennett with the Volusia County
Sheriff's Office Internal Affairs unit. 1 am Sgt. Tatum with the Volusia County
Sheriff's Office Internal Affairs Unit. [l are you aware this interview is being
recorded?

Yes.

As a Florida law enforcement officer and a Notary Public of the state of Florida I
am empowered to take sworn statements. At this time I would ask that you raise
your right hand and be sworn. Do you swear that the statement you’re about to
give is the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth so help you God?

Yes.

Ok. T'know we did this once before on the first interview but we just need to
make it official in the second one kind of go thru the same routine on that ok?
And like I said we just have a few more questions which isn’t all that uncommon
when you’re doing an investigation some other things come up that you may want
to have clarification on and like I said, the lead in it’s still in reference to the same
investigation which is an investigation into, an administrative investigation into
Dep. Travis Deane. So that being said, basically what I want to do is just get a
little bit more information about your background with Stephen and your
relationship with him ok? Because we really didn’t get into it real deep you know
with the first interview.,

Uh huh.

So there’s just a couple things that I’d like to get clarification on just so that we're
aware of it ok?

Ok.
With that being said, how long have you and Stephen dated?
A year, it’s like right at a year and a half.

Ok and just to clarify we’re talking about Stephen Dehut right?
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Yes.

So you said a year?

A year and a half.

A year and a half.

Yeah right about that.

Alright did you guys ever live together?
Yes.

And when did you live together?

This past summer from June I think it was June to July and then I moved back out
in August for like two months.

Ok June to July and then you moved out?

Uh huh.

Ok and you just moved back home?

Uh huh.

And you continued to have a dating relationship?
Uh huh.

Ok, was there any reason why you moved out?

Not really I just, I felt like it would be better for me to move back home and then
it ended up working out better like I told you with his job.

Uh huh,
He’s kind of traveling and then I’m having to help my mom out and stuff now so.

Ok. Alright were you working at the Pierson Restaurant at the time that you were
living with him?

Uh huh.

Ok so that would be kind of a long drive.
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Well it’s like 30 minutes.
Yeah.

But I have to leave about the same time from my house because I live in the
middle of nowhere so.

Oh ok.

It wouldn’t probably make a difference.

Alright so you lived together for about two months?
Yes sir.

And that was where?

At his house.

At the Holly Blvd?

Yes.

Ok. During our first interview I think you said you took exception to some of the
things that were written in the report right?

Uh huh.

Did you say you disagreed with some of the things that were. ..
Yes.

...authored in the report?

Uh huh

So you had a chance to look at it?

Yes.

And you probably didn’t bring a copy with you today did you?
Huh uh.

Ok I have a copy of the report.
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Ok.

What I'd like for you to do is just kind of go thru there take a look at it and I’ve
got a highlighter. Anything that you disagree with that you say didn’t take place
or you never said just highlight it and then we’ll go over it ok?

Ok, yeah.

There is a copy of the incident report and this is incident report VCSO case 11-
37078. And that’s just the person’s page on the first page there.

Well like I don’t, do I just highlight because like I was gonna highlight where it
says that he punched holes in the wall causing me to be in fear. Ididn’t say so
much I was in fear I just didn’t want to be there anymore. Because like I told you
last time I figured the argument would continue so I was like well if T go home
then we’ll just...

Yeah just highlight anything that stands out to you and then we’ll talk about it.
Ok. Ok think that’s it.

Got it? Ok. So lets see, going thru this you’ve got “causing [JJillto be in fear”
highlighted. Ok so this is, in the first paragraph of this report where you made the
phone call to Dep. Deane looking for a ride out of the house after the heated
argument right? So at the time of your phone call to him did you tell him that you
were in fear or were you looking for a way out of there? Explain that to me.

Well I was, I was, I called, well no he called me or something, we I don’t know.
We got a hold of each other and I was crying so he might have thought [ was
scared but it was more like, like I was upset like emotional like we just got in a
big argument.

Uh huh.

And, but I never said like I'm scared I want to leave I just said “I don’t want to be
here anymore” I never said I was scared.

But were you a little bit afraid? I mean because you didn’t want to stick around
there right?

Well I wasn’t so much scared because like I told you there was other people there
like at the house and stuff so it wasn’t even like I knew he would like, I knew he
wasn’t going to hurt me.

Uh huh.
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And then if say if something was to happen there was other people there so [
wasn’t scared.

Ok but you were upset and you were crying when you made the phone call.
Uh huh, so that like...

So it may have led him to believe that you were in fear?

Yeah but I was..,

Ok.

...like more emotional.

Ok. And lets see, you also have, now you have just one part of this sentence
that’s highlighted right here and it’s at the very end of the first paragraph where it
said “included physical dispute as well” did you read the whole sentence?
Well what does this word mean?

Evasive?

Yeah.

It means that you weren’t directly answering the questions, you weren’t saying
yes it was physical or no it wasn’t you were just kind of dancing around.

And that’s on the phone with him that night?

Yeah, yeah. SoIdon’t, Imean...

Honestly I don’t know what I said on the phone that night. Like this was what
two months ago or something now. I don’t, I don’t know what I said but I know I
wouldn’t have said he hit me. Like [ know I didn’t say that so that’s why I
highlighted the physical part.

Right but it’s a continuation, you’ve got to read the whole paragraph to...

Yeah.

...you can’t just single that out because what you have highlighted stands alone

and says “included physical dispute as well” which is not the case or totality after
the sentence.
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Well because what I was thinking was like, like he asked if there had been an
argument and I did say there was an argument and then I, like I did the included
the physical because there was an argument but there was no physical.

Right.

Like hitting or anything,

Ok so if you read that whole sentence in totality I mean it kind of makes sense,
Uh huh.

Because evasive means that you weren’t directly answering yes or no to the
question, it was just...

Ok I don’t even know what that word meant so.
Ok, well I mean if you don’t know what something means let me know you know.
Ok.

Because I mean if you don’t know what it is you can’t really make a
determination on what you’re saying right?

Yeah.

Then the second paragraph down you have the words “struck on the left side of
the face” highlighted which is just part of the sentence. The full sentence is
‘Sl through casual conversation advised that she had been struck on the left
side of the face during the altercation”

Well I could have highlighted the whole sentence.

So I just want to make it clear what the whole sentence is instead of taking just
part of what you highlighted.

Yeah.

So did...

I was just highlighting the part.

During the casual conversation when you guys were just in the restaurant talking
and he’s like “hey what happened?” you know “by the way what happened the

other night when you called me?” and so you’re just having a conversation about
this, do you think you mentioned to him that maybe you got struck in the face?
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No. I know he asked like kind of asked me if I had or something and T think I was
like “no™ I was like “does it look like T got struck in the face?” or I think I said
something like that but I never said he hit me, punched me or nothing so that’s
why I highlighted the struck on the face because I never specifically said he did.

But at any point like because we talked before and you said that he was keeping
you from moving around because he wanted to talk to you and he had his hands
on your shoulders and stuff.

Uh huh.

Do you think at any point where you were trying to get away maybe his hand
accidentally hit you in the face and that’s why you made that statement?

I don’t, I don’t know.
You don’t know?

I don’t think. T, like I think I would have known if I would have gotten hit and I
don’t... ‘

Because it clearly says you know further in the report when you read it that
there’s no physical signs of...

Yeah.
...you know bruising or anything on your face.
Uh huh.

Alright so it’s your contention and your statement that during the conversation
you never said you got hit in the face or do you not recall?

I don’t recall saying it.

Ok. Then it goes on to say “while yelling at her and shook her” and that’s part of
the sentence “{jililll elaborated stating Dehut had grabbed her on the upper arms
while yelling at her and shook her” is that an accurate account of what happened?

He didn’t, he wasn’t yelling at me and shaking me. Like I told you before he had

grabbed me and we were like not physically like trying to hurt me grab me but he

put his arms around me and was like trying to talk to me but I never said he shook
me.

Now he put his arms around you or he grabbed you by the arms, how was that?
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Like, like on my shoulders like.
Like on your shoulders?
Yeah.

And you were trying to get away and he was trying to keep you there to talk to
you?

Well like he was like we were trying to talk and that’s when I was just lke “I just
want to leave” and then so that’s when I was going to leave and then...

And were you upset at that time?

Uh huh,

When you guys were having the conversation?

Uh huh.

Because it sounded like it was pretty heated.

Well it was but like we started arguing so I was crying and stuff,

Ok. Then you also have highlighted “took her phone” and that’s part of the
sentence ‘Fstated she attempted to call a friend for a ride at which time
Dehut took her phone and threw it”

He had my phone, he had my phone thru out the night in his pocket,

So you didn’t have it in your possession and he took it when you were trying to
make a phone call?

No I, I didn’t have it he had it. And then I think I said like where’s my phone or
something and then that’s when he like threw it and then I, he, he left or yeah he
left and then I got my phone and then that’s when I made the call.

Alright so you’re saying you didn’t have the phone on you, he already had the
phone and he threw it.

Uh huh.
Did you have a conversation about any of this? Did you tell her anything?

I talked to her...
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I mean about the altercation and everything that happened out there that night?

I don’t think I did. Not that I can recall?

Ok because we did talk tolj R

Uh huh.

And when we were talking about you know if she was present because we didn’t
know who exactly was there the night that this took place. So we were asking her
if she was there she said “no” and I said “did you hear anything about it?” and she
said “well [l did tell me that he, that Stephen took the phone from her and
threw it” so.

I, like, well as you all know there was drinking that night and stuff but I'm pretty
sure he already had my phone I didn’t have it so I don’t know. I didn’t have it. 1
don’t know if I told, what I told her I don’t know.

You just don’t recall?

Huh uh.

Ok. And that’s, so you guys had been consuming alcohol that night right?

Yes sir.

Alright, he’s 21 you’re 187

19 now.

19 now ok, alright so were you pretty intoxicated that night?

[ guess you could say so.

Ok. What were you drinking that night?

Um...

Was it beer or alcohol you know mixed drinks do you recall what it was?

I think beer?

You think it was beer?

Uh huh.
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But you’re not sure?

I'm pretty sure.

Ok did you have any mixed drinks that night or anything?
Huh uh.

Ok. Let’s see, and it says ‘- asked Dep. Deane if a bruise could be seen on
the left side of her face”

No like [ said a minute ago I was like “it’s not” I was like “you don’t see any
marks on my face so you can tell that I didn’t get hit”

Alright so you were just saying that in clarification to him “you don’t see any
marks on my face right?”

Uh huh.

So you weren’t asking that as a question you were just kind of saying that as a
statement?

Uh huh.

Ok. Then the next thing you have highlighted is “defensive in nature consistent
location with someone raising their arms to protect their face” and that’s part of
the full sentence of “Dep. Deane observed the bruise on [Jf forearms to
appear defensive in nature consistent location with someone trying to raise their
arms to protect their face”

That’s what he assumed.

Uh huh.

I’'m guessing but I didn’t...

That’s, right that’s his opinion.

Yeah.

On how you sustained the injury to your forearm.

But I told him how I did it but that’s what he, because I guess that’s how what he
thought happened.
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Because he does note in here that...

What I told him what happened.

From walking into the table and hitting a pole.

Uh huh.

Alright so I think it’s safe to assume thru our conversation and the things that
we’ve gone over that at one point it was physical with you guys because he put
his hands on you and there’s the potential that you may have had the phone in
your possession you’re saying you don’t recall you know,

Uh huh.

So you know like we talked about before domestic violence is a very serious
criminal offense that we take action on because we don’t want to see anything
happen to anybody in the future you know. So we take these things very seriously
and by your own account you guys were having a heated argument and he grabs
you by the shoulders and I mean you’re upset and you’re crying and you know
you don’t dispute the fact that he punched holes in the walls over there.

Huh uh.

Right? So he was pretty upset.

Uh huh.

So we do have a physical altercation that took place this night, you could agree
with that?

Physical not towards me I would say because he didn’t he wasn’t.. .
Well he was upset to the point where he’s punching holes in walls.
Yeah but he wasn’t physical towards me.

Other than the fact that he grabbed you by the shoulders right?
Yeah but it wasn’t like violently grabbing me.

Ok. Alright anything else you want to add to that?

I don’t think so.

Can you just initial next to the, each line there indicates a number to the left.

11
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Uh huh.

Could you just initial next to the line where you had highlighted if you don’t mind
please on the incident report. Thanks, this way we know you did it not us.

Alright and like we said this is obviously a two sided, actually there’s two issues
at hand that we’re dealing with, the other one is the party at Travis’s house. So
I'm not sure if you told us last time, how were you invited to the party?
Personally,

Personally?

And thru Facebook. He told me he asked me to come and then he. ..

When you were in the restaurant or?

Uh huh.

Ok. And then also on Facebook?

Uh huh,

Did you reply to his request?

I put yes. Because, because I remember once in the restaurant [ was like, he’s like
“are you gonna come, are you gonna come?” and I was like “I’'m gonna try [ don’t
know if I’'m gonna be able to make it” or something and he was like “well you
better come” and was like egging me to come so I was like “yeah I’ll come”

So you guys had a conversation about it?

Yeah.

Alright.

Oh and then T still have the thing on Facebook like the event invite.

Uh huh.

And I told you I couldn’t remember what that stuff was called and it’s Strongbow
or something?

Strongbow.
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Yeah.

And that was the mixture of beer and something else?

I, I guess?

You said you have it saved? You have it on your Facebook right now?

I think so. IfIhave service I can pull it up.

If we were to get you to a computer to log on to Facebook could you pull up your
thing and print it?

The invite thing?

Whatever you, yeah.

Uh huh.

Ok. And the Strongbow is the name of the...

I guess, well he put on the like description of the party that Yuengling and
Strongbow were on tap.

Oh so it’s advertised there would be alcohol served?

Yeah.

Ok.

Ok.

Before we’re done here we’ll probably have you just. ..

That’s fine.

...bring it up if that’s ok with you.

Yeah.

Alright and I think we’ve already talked about the issue, you have consumed
alcohol before even though you’re underage so you know what the effects of

consuming alcohol are on you right?

Yes sir.
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Alright so when you’re at the party and you had the jello shots...

Uh huh.

...did you taste anything in there? Did you recognize anything to be alcohol or?
Well...

How do you know there was alcohol in it?

Well I've never had a jello shot without alcohol in it and then you could kind of
taste it like it’s not so strong you can’t drink it but you know it’s there.

You’ve had jello shots in the past then so you recognize it from prior experience?
Uh huh.

Ok did you feel any of the effects of the jello shots or anything?

Huh uh not really.

Did you take two full jello shots I mean I know they were little cups you were
saying something like that.

Yeah uh, yeah I think there was two and then the one cup of whatever I had.
Uh huh,

You had a cup or a sip or? How much of that Strongbow?

It was like a full solo cup.

So you drank a full solo cup of Strongbow?

Uh huh, or whatever it was yeah.

Ok I assume a Strongbow is what your referring to is that combination on tap, that
cider slash whatever it was?

I think so.
Ok.
I don’t know the exact name of it.

That photo...

14
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Yeah it’s in here.

It’s got like those orange solo cups the Happy Halloween whatever.

Yeah we’re gonna show you this photo real quick, if this is...that right there is
that, do you recall that cup in your left hand. The photo of you and | do
you recall that cup right there...

Uh huh.

...being filled with...

Yes.

Ok. And you said that cup contained that Strongbow alcoholic beverage?

- Uh huh.

And you drank that whole cup?

Uh huh.

Ok. And that cup was handed to you by?

Travis.

Now did you say these pictures were posted on your Facebook or was that. ..

The one that you all just showed me of me and that one Wade took,
Wade Hunter took and he put it on Facebook and then he tagged me in it.

So he put it on his Facebook?
Uh huh.
Ok.

And then the other one of the cop car I don’t think, I don’t think it was put on
Facebook.

So all these postings, do you know where those came from?

These are all from -’s computer or her Facebook page?
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Um, well this picture is, that’s from Wade and then that one’s 's page.
This is what Wade put up and then that’s what-put up.

Is this, do you recognize this to be Wade’s...

Yes.

Facebook?

Yes.

Ok. And would Stephen have friended him that?

What do you mean?

I'll be honest with you I don’t get on Facebook that much.

Ok.

So for him to have this posting by Stephen.

Well because Wade, Wade and Stephen are friends so like once you put a picture
up any one of your friends can comment on it. And that’s my sister and then
that’s Stephen and Travis.

Ok.

Because they’re all friends with Wade.

Ok.

So let me understand something. Travis received that photo of the patrol car right
here...

Uh huh.
...and the cups on it if he’s friends? Is that accurate?

This, he saw this one because that one was on Facebook and then he commented
on it 50 he knew that was there.

Ok so you’re saying in this Facebook right here at the top of the Facebook page
that we’re looking at here it was printed out or this post was on November. ..

Yeah that’s the night of.
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Created on November 5™, 2011.

Yes.

This is the photo of you and-together and it says party hopping.

Uh huh.

And the comments are below that and the fourth one down is Travis Deane and he
commented November 30" at 7:58pm, 5 of November. ..

Yeah.

I guess commenting on the photo of you two in, that was in his living room is that
correct?

Yes.
Ok so he’s aware that...

Why he commented 25 days later T don’t know but yes he was aware that was
there.

Ok.

And that’s his comment then the 5™ of November that’s what he put on there?
Uh huh, uh huh.

Ok.

Because like once like I don’t know if you all like you said you’re not on
Facebook much or something but like you upload a picture and then any of your
friends can comment on it and like your Facebook page kind of like this like how
she’s got pictures and stuff on it.

Uh huh.

Uh huh.

Once you click it then that’s what it brings is the comments of it.

Ok 50 he had to physically click on the picture of you and-and then make
the comment?
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Yes.
And once again this is Wade’s actual, you think this is Wade’s book you think.
Uh huh.

Ok so he was on Wade’s he saw the picture, clicked on it and made his comment
on it?

Yes.

Ok. Was this photo ever on Facebook? And the photo I’m referring to is the
photo of the patrol car with cups on top.

I don’t think so, no.

You don’t believe so ok.

Huh uh. The only thing that had anything about the beer pong on the car was
what she wrote and then like the pregnant nun and all that was, it was Halloween
and all the people that were dressed up.

Does Travis, is he friends with [P

I don’t know.

Ok.

I don’t think so because I remember, I remember Travis making comment that
he’s not friends with anybody under 18 on Facebook and I s 17 s0 1don’t
think they were friends.

And is that a parameter you can put up on your Facebook account? Like you can
put on there nobody under 18 or is that something that you govern yourself.

That’s what like whatever you decide.
Ok.

Because once somebody sends you like a friend request then you can decide if
you want them to be your friend or not. You can confirm or deny it.

How would you know their age?
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Well you, sometimes like some people can have their Facebook where it’s private,
nobody can see anything and other people have it where you can see like their
birthdays and information like that, where they go to school and some people
have where you can see all their pictures. It all depends on how like private you
want it.

So when you, make sure I understand this, so when you went onto, you’re friends
with Travis?

Uh huh.

Did you send him an invitation or did he send you an invitation? 1 know we’re
going back a little bit.

To be friends?
Yes.
To be honest with you I, that was probably a long time ago.

Ok but if, he would have to, he’s not friends with anybody under 18 so he’d have
to know your birth date I assume in order to be friends with you?

Well I think he just knew that from knowing me in the restaurant.
Now you said that your date of birth is posted on your...

Uh huh, Facebook.

Facebook. Is that your true date of birth that’s on there?

Xes.

And do you have to click on that to get like your profile or that information or
does it pop up like...

Well like if he, if he’s not my friend then I don’t know I don’t remember how I
set mine up but like you can get yours completely private where nobody can see
anything unless they’re your friend.

Uh huh.

And some people can make it completely public where you don’t even have to be
friends with anybody and you can see everything they put.

Just anybody can look at it.
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Uh huh. And I don’t know if my birthday if it’s public or not. Like I know once
you’re friends with the person you can see anything but 1 don’t know.

And you’re friends with...
But you’re friends with him.
...Dep. Deane on Facebook.

Yeah well not anymore but I was.

No but prior to this.

At the time yes.

You’re not anymore? Did you unfriend him on Facebook?
Uh huh.

Ok you did that.

Uh huh.

Yeah I'm just trying to get clarification because like I said he doesn’t, he’s not
friends with anybody under 18 so there in fact...

That’s what he’s personally told me.

He’s personally yeah so he’d have to know your date of birth.
Yes.

Ok and you’re not sure how he got that date of birth.

I’'m assuming just from kind of like talking at the restaurant. Other than that
unless he saw it on my Facebook 1 don’t know.

But you’re friends, if we’re friends and you have that on there I'd be able to see
1t?

Yeah, yeah.

Ok.
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So once you- and Wade left the party, Wade was driving, did they drive
you back to your car?

Yes.

And that was in the parking lot of like TJ Maxx shopping complex there on the
south end of Deland?

Yep.

And did you drive yourself home then?

We all, we all like followed each other. Well we went to the fairgrounds because
the fair had just like gotten over or something and Wade’s, Wade had left his
brother and one of his friends there or something so then we all followed each
other to the fairgrounds and he picked them up and then we had gone to a birthday
party afterwards.

Ok so you drove your car after you were dropped off at TJ Maxx then you
followed the other...

Wade.

Wade.

Wade and [
And -to the fairgrounds.

And then - got her car which was at the fairgrounds.
Then you went onto another party.

Uh huh.

Alright where was that party?

Deleon Springs.

Alright.

And you were at Travis’s house for how long?

I would say 45 minutes.
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45 minutes, where you stated that you consumed a I don’t know how many
ounces but was the beer it was that cup that you were holding full of beer.

Uh huh.

Or what you thought was beer.

It was, yeah it was pretty full.

Ok so yon drank a full cup of that correct?
Uh huh.

And how many jello shots did you have?

Two.

You had two jello shots which is, and I never had jello shots so if I was to ask you

to make jello shots how much alcohol would be in a jello shot? A shot?
Well I’ve never made jello shots either so I don’t know.

Ok.

I’ve never even seen them made but, ..

Do you know what kind of alcohol they put in them?

Don’t even know?

Not a clue.

But either way you had a beer, two jello shots?

Uh huh.

And you, and how long were you at the party for?

Probably like 45 or so minutes.

45 minutes which in turn you drove directly from Deane’s house...
To the (inaudible)

I'm sorry Dep. Deane’s house to get to your car which is approximately 15-20
minute drive possibly?
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Um, yeah I’d say like 20 or so because from Deltona to Deland however long that
takes.

And then you got in your car and followed to the fairgrounds?
Uh huh.

Did lrive at all?

She got in my car with me when we met and we followed Wade and we got to the
fairgrounds and then she got in her car.

Ok. You got anything else?
Nope.

Alright I think that will do it. Is there anything that you want to add or delete
from your statement before we conclude the interview?

Huh uh.
Ok the time is now, do you have one more thing?

Do we want to stay on tape and go over the Facebook or do you want to do that?
Doesn’t make a difference.

No we can, we can just do it off tape.
Ok.

This concludes the interview with - The time is 1054 hours
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I, Sgt. Tom Tatum, swear that the forgoing
is an accurate transcription of the swomn

recorded statement of _taken by
me on January 19, 2012,

Si ¢ of Notary Pubhc-\S):atc of Florida

T.ése,  SHELLEY HATTAWAY
‘: ¥ %f»‘ Commission # DD 903567
b P Expires June 30, 2013
A = Bonded T Troy Fain suronce 800-385.7018

(Print, type or Stamp Commissioned Name
of Notary Public)

My Commission Expires:

My Commission Number is:

Personally Known L~

Produced identification

Type of Identification Produced
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