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Witness Statement

TT - Sgt. Tom Tatum JG - Inv. Jim Gabriel KC —_

Ok the recorder is on. This will be a taped interview reference to [A case number
IA-11-17. Today’s date is April 18, 2012 and the time is 10:12 am. The location
of this interview is the Sheriff’s Office administrative offices in Deland.
Presently being interviewed is . Also present is Inv. Gabriel with the
Volusia County Sheriff's Office Internal Affairs unit. I’'m Sgt. Tatum with the
Volusia County Sheriff's Office Internal Affairs unit. [}, are you aware that
this interview is being recorded?

Yes.

Ok, as a law enforcement officer and a Notary Public of the state of Florida T am
empowered to take sworn statements. At this time I would ask you to raise your
right hand to be sworn. Do you solemnly swear or affirm that the statement
you’re about to give is the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth so help
you God?

Yes.

ok. Alright i1 know you’ve been in here twice before so you've kind of been
through this a little bit but as with any investigation there’s, there are things that
come up that we need to get clarification on ok? Can you just clarify your
relationship with Dep. Deane?

Um, like what I would consider it?

Yeah.

Friends.

Just friends?

Uh huh.

No romantic involvement, anything like that?

Huh uh.

Ok. Now I know you said in the past that you met him at the Pierson Family
Restaurant. ..

Uh huh.
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...and that’s how you became friends.

Uh huh,

And do you have phone contact with him sometimes or?

Um, yeah every now and then.

I mean probably not now.

Gh no. |

But before.

Yeah, yeah,

So it’s just occasionally?

Uh huh.

Ok. Alright, T know you have given a sworn statement you know two times in the
past like we said during this investigation. While you were under oath you said
Stephen never put his hands on you and that he never hit you.

No.

Right? Is that a true statement?

Yes.

Ok.

I told you everything that happened that night. Like numerous times.

Yeah, yeah we’ve been over it quite a few times.

Uh huh.

But like I said certain things have come to light which we want to offer you the
opportunity to try and explain you know what this new information is that’s been
brought up to us ok? :

Ok.

So do you remember exchanging text messages with Dep. Deane...
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That night?

(inaudible) the incident?

Not, honestly no because like 1 told you I was drinking that night..,

Uh huh.

...and I don’t, I don’t recall what I said to him and the next day well that night
knowing the next day I was probably going to see Stephen | remember I deleted
all of the messages that  had. So the next momning I had no idea what I did say to
him,

And you deleted the messages on your phone?

Uh huh.

And you did that for what purpose?

So Stephen wouldn’t see them.

Ok.

Because Stephen was like the super jealous type and any guy that I would talk to
he would really freak out about so.

Ok so you immediately the next morning deleted all. ..

That night.

...those messages that you had a conversation with Dep. Deane?
Uh huh.

Ok. I want to show you a couple text messages ok?

Uh huh.

Because through out our investigation when we were speaking with Dep. Deane

he was able to provide us with text messages that were exchanged between you
and he that night. ‘

Ok.
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Ok? So take a look at these and tell me to the best of your knowledge,
recollection if these look familiar.

Like I said [ don’t remember any of those.

Does that look like it would be consistent with what you sent to him that night,
that morning?

Well, sorry, like I said I don’t, I didn’t read them the next morning so that night I
don’t know what I sent to him and I deleted them that night but if they're there
obviously that’s what [ said.

Right. Ok just to let you know this is Travis’s phone.

Uh huh.

And he’s got you listed under [ li} by your name ok?

Uh huh.

So lets go over these text messages and try and find out a little bit more about
these ok? Because [ think there needs to be some clarification as to what you put

I the texts. Because clearly in one of the texts | mean you’re looking for a ride
out of there, you're asking him for help.

Yeah.

He said he’s on his way to the jail. At one point you sent a text “he’s been
drinking, he’s acting psycho, he hit me”. What exactly did that mean?

Well like I told you before I like cuz I don’t, I, cuz I told you about him grabbing
a hold of me and everything and then I don’t like I really [ don’t know what
happened because it was probably a lot of the alcohol had a role in it.

Uh huh.

And along did the adrenaline I guess of the fighting and how I was hysterical and
I don’t really remember any of it. [ remember I got home and then the next
moming | woke up and then I had talked to Stephen the next morning and I had
no idea what I said to Travis because | deleted all the messages.

So you don’t recall what you meant in your text by saying “he hit me”?

Huh uh.

It’s pretty clear that you know that’s a specific statement. ..
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Yeah, veah.
...that “he hit me” and you don’t have any recollection of...
Huh uh.

...what you meant by that? And you’re not talking about when he grabbed you
by the shoulders.

I'don’t, I don’t know what 1 was talking about at that time, I don’t have a clue.
Keep in mind too [ that this, the criminal case is closed on this.

I know.

So I mean I don’t know if you really don’t remember because of the alcohol or if
you’re worried about anything that’s going to happen to your boyfriend Stephen.

Huh uh.
But the case has been you know closed...

I know.

...by the state attorney’s office so we don’t want to see you get into a situation
where you’re knowingly not telling us the truth,

[ know.

You know.

Uh huh.

So if there’s any truth to this you need to let me know.
[ know.

If you actually don’t recall then you don’t recall.

Like I said I don’t, I don’t recall. I don’t remember.

Did you and Stephen talk about the disturbance the next morning after that
happened?
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I'm sure we did but it’s, I don’t recall exactly what was said it’s been five months
now.

Right, ok. So by your own statement what you just told us now during the heated
argument it was, you were pretty hysterical.

Uh huh.

So by sending these text messages which I mean anybody that reads these look
like you want to leave the house.

Yeah.
You want to get out of there right?

Uh huh.

So [ know we talked before how you said you weren’t scared, you weren’t in fear
I mean you’re hysterical there was just a fight so.

L, I just didn’t want to be there. I didn’t want to be around him at the time I didn’t
want to be any, 1 just wanted to go home and then so I got a way home.

So when you started sending these text messages was Stephen still at the house?
No.

He had already left?

Uh huh.

Ok. Alright and did you say there was somebody else at the house?

There was a couple people at the house.

Who were those people?

One of them I think was Drew, Drew Cohen I think and then there was also
Dustin Blackwelder and I'm pretty sure those were the only two that were there.
And Dustin actually him and another girl who came after the fact he’s the one that
drove me home.

Ok but he was there the whole time?

Uh huh.



275 TT  What did you say Drew’s last name was?

276

277 KC  Cohen.

278

279 TT Ok and Dustin is or was Stephen’s roommate?
280

281 KC  Uhhuh, was.

282

283 TT  Was? They’re not roommates anymore?
284

285 KC Huhuh

286 '

287 TT  Arethey not getting along or are they just...
288

289 KC  They don’t, they don't...

290

291 TT ...don’t live together?

293 -

293 KC  ...livein the house anymore. Stephen doesn’t live in that house anymore.
294

295 TT  Ohdid he move?

296

297 KC  Uhhuh

298

299 TT  Where’s he at now?

300

301 KC Idon’t know we broke up.

302

303 TT  You broke up with him?

304

305 KC  Uhhuh.

306

307 TT  Okhow long have you guys been separated?
308 :

309 KC  Um,it’s probably getting close to a month.
310

311 TT Ok just personal reasons why you split up?
312

313 KC  Uhhuh.

314

315 TT  Ok. Alright do you have any questions Gabe?
316

317 JG Yeah I'm just a little confused when you, if you were to write “he hit me” on the
318 text...

319

320  KC  Uhhuh.
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...that seems a little serious.

Uh huh. |

I can’t believe that you wouldn’t even recall why you would put that on a text. |
I...

I'mean either he, he either hit you or he didn’t hit you is my question.

Like I said, I...

I just, I'm just puzzled as to why you would put that on the text if it wasn’t true.

I'don’t know why I did a lot of the stuff T did that night honestly. I faintly
remember, I like neither of us the next day I remember neither of us could even
figure out why we even started arguing. We have no idea why we started arguing.
We couldn’t, we had no idea. Iremember | was cooking something, the next
thing I remember is we had walked outside and I just remember yelling a little bit
and then I remember I called my sister and [ was asking my sister where she was
because I didn’t want to be there. And my sister’s like “well I can’t come get you
I’m all the way in Orlando” and I was like “well” she’s like “if you need me I
can” and I was like “well hopefully I can find another way but I don’t want to be
here”.

Ok and my other question was you said Travis was a friend. Would you classify
him as a boyfriend at the time?

No.

Just a friend.

The, the whole wifey hubby thing was more of a joke between me and him.

Ok.

Because it was at the restaurant, we, I don’t even remember like how but he was
like we used to joke around like he’d be like “yeah I'm gonna marry her one day”
and stuff like that so that’s how the whole wifey hubby thing, it was never, me
and him were never actually boyfriend girlfriend.

Who was he saying that to?

What, who?
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Was, you were talking about Dep. Deane was saying “yeah you’re gonna be my
wife one day”

Oh he would, he would just say it like I don’t know whoever he was pretty much
sitting with in the restaurant that day.

Was he joking?

Yeah. Well it was, it was like it was a joke between us kinda. That’s why it was
like, like I would say wifey or hubby and stuff like that it was like a joke between
us but it was never, 1 never, the most 1 did I think I might have hugged him once
or something but never kiss, held hands, nothing. .

Going out on dates?

No.

Anything like that?

No dates.

No.

Ok yeah that was one of the things that I wanted to clarify because I saw those
texts...

Yeah.
...where it says hubby and wifey.

Y eah.

You know it just seemed a little odd because your explanation of your
relationship with him was just friends.

Yeah.

Casual you know talk on the phone occasionally.

Uh huh.

So that would more or less seem to me like terms of endearment.
Yeah.

Like somebody that’s closer than that.
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Yeah it, it would look like that I could see where you're coming from but it was,
it was just kind of a joke between us.

Uh huh.

Because he would joke around when he saw me and I’d joke around and stuff like
that but it wasn’t any more than that. Nothing other than that happened.

Ok. Do you have anything else?
Mothing else for me no.

do you have anything that you’d like to add or delete from your statement
today?

No.

Ok [ appreciate you coming down and meeting with us today. The time is now
10:25 am, this concludes the interview with _
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I, Sgt. Tom Tatum, swear that the forgoing
is an accurate transcription of the sworn
recorded statement of_taken by
me on April 18, 2012.

(Signed)

Swomn to and subscribed before me this 0
Day of £R ¢ ,2012.

(Print, type or Stamp Commissioned Name
of Notary Public)

My Commission Expires:

My Commission Numbgr is:

Personally Known

Produced identification

Type of Identification Produced
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