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Witness Statement

TT - Sgt. Tom Tatum GB - Inv. Glen Bennett TS — Dep. Taylor Sierstorpff

The recorder is on. This will be a taped interview reference to Internal Affairs
case number 11-017. Today’s date is April 20th and the time is currently 1347
hours. The location of this interview is Sheriff's Office Administrative Offices in
Deland. Presently being interviewed is Dep. Taylor Sierstorpff, also present is
[nv. Bennett with the Volusia County Sheriff's Office Internal Affairs Unit. I’m
Sgt Tom Tatum with the Volusia County Sheriff's Office Internal Affairs unit?

Dep. Sierstorpff, are you aware that this interview is being recorded?

I am aware that this interview is being recorded.

Ok, as a law enforcement officer and a Notary Public of the state of Florida | am
empowered to take sworn statements. At this time I would ask you to raise your
right hand to be sworn. Do you swear and affirm that the statement you’re about
to give is the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth so help you God?
Ido.

Alright, we are here to talk about an incident that took place on December 14™
2001 ok? And the way [ understand it you and Dep. Whitener were dispatched to
1878 Holly Blvd in Deland. Do you recall that?

Yes [ do.

Ok and here’s the incident report just to refresh your memory.

Thank you.
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So you recall...

The incident?

Going to that residence?

Yes I do sir.

Ok do you know who sent you to that residence?

Initially it was Travis Deane, Dep. Deane. He wanted me to go check out the
residence to find out where the truck was, his truck, it’s a pretty specific truck the
defendant in this particulars case truck, it’s a large...

Where the defendants’ truck is?

Yes which is at his residence, I didn’t find it initially but I continued on and I

located it, it was all the way down at the end of the road.
Ok so did, was this a phone call that he made to you? Or how did that happen?

I believe it was yes, I believe it was a phone call or text message ot something

along those lines to go and found out where this truck was.
Ok so you don’t recall whether it was a phone call or text message?
Not specifically no.

But it was on your personal phone?
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Yes it was on my personal phone correct.

Do you remember the content of the conversation or the text? Other than you

know can you find this vehicle?

No, only to go look for the vehicle and that it was in reference to_and

the defendant in this particular case T don’t even remember his name.

Did he give you any particulars on what transpired to lead up to the point where

you were looking for his vehicle?

He may have and forgive me I haven’t gone through a lot of this stuff in my mind
about happened that particular day and the sequence of things. It’s quite possible
that he told me the specifics of you know the defendant pushed or touched [l
in you know, against her will or whatever.,

Ok so do you remember a specific conversation that you had with him about that?
Yes [ do.

And you just don’t remember the details of that conversation?

Correct.

Ok alright did anybody else have contact with you to go by the residence? Was

there a Sergeant involved?

Not that went to the residence initially, it was me to look for the car and I did find
the vehicle and I think the defendant actually saw me at that time and I just
continued by, I left and I notified Travis that I did find the vehicle and yes the

vehicle’s there. And however period of time later there was a Sergeant up there
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that 1 guess was dealing with Travis at the time and then eventually we came back

and arrested the defendant.

Do you remember who the Sergeant was?

Is might have been Sgt McGuire if I remember right because I was Delta shift.
Now is Delta shift your regular assignment or were you working overtime?

At that time, no at that time it was my regular shift.

Ok Sgt McGuire would be your sergeant on Delta shift?

Yes, yes he hadn’t been there for very long at the time I don’t believe.

Ok did he ever give you an I-call to go by the residence?

T don’t want to lie but I don’t, he could have, I don’t remember.

So you don’t remember an I-call from him or a phoné call or an MDC message?
I"d like to say if I did, I"d like to say, [ mean to, I don’t recall.

Ok alright let me just show you something here. Lets see, do you know what your

terminal number is for your MDC?
Uh no, but I assume you’re going to show me.
This M...

M236?
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Ok

That appears to be yours because this is Chuck Whitener’s...

Ok

Do you recall getting this MDC message from Dep. Deane that evening?

Yes, yes, [ will read it, yes, I do remember getting messages yes.

Ok so when you respond to it via MDC or was that something that you responded

to over the phone or?

[ probably responded via the MDC if he sent me a message there. I mean I could

continue reading if you’d like me to.

That’s ok.

Ok

Alright so not only did he make contact with you by the phone wheter it be by cell

phone or via text he also sent you an MDC message go by the house. ..

Yes.

...and check on Steven DeHut...

Yes
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Ok alright so you and Dep. Whitener arrive at the residence?
Yes.
Kinda tell me about that.

We parked down the, maybe a house or two down, approached the residence on
foot, knocked on the door. And Dehut was the only one in the residence, he
answered the door and we kinds gave him the run down about what was going on.
I don’t remember if Chuck or I placed him in handcuffs, it was probably Chuck,
but we, I told him about you know why he was being arrested because Dep.
Deane had a charging affidavit. And we didn’t ask him specifics about what

happened but we placed him into custody.
So did he give you a statement as to what took place?

Yeah if | remember right a vague statement. I remember him saying specifically
as he was sitting down in the chair and his kind of living room here, as he was
sitting down, “I know what this is all about” he says. And then Chuck asked him
“you do” or something along those lines. And he said “yeah it’s about Travis

Deane” etcetera I don’t remember specific sorry.

De he anything in particular about the reason why you guys were there arresting

him? Did he make any kind of a statement?
Probably but I don’t remember specifically what it was.

So you think he may have made some kind of a statement as to what took place

with he and [

Right.
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But you don’t recall?
Correct, [’'m sorry.

Ok did you notice anything about the house? Did you notice any damage inside

of the house?

None, nothing that [ saw that was like blatantly obvious no I did not.

In your conversations with Dep. Deane did he ask you to do any follow up
investigation for the domestic violence incident that he was investigating? 1 mean
like did he ask you to take picture of any damage? Did he ask you to take...

No.

...Statements or anything like that?

I’'m wavering on the statement I don’t remember if he told me to get a statement
but I don’t believe he did because I would have gotten a statement if he had
asked. [think he had the charging affidavit and Dep. Whitener excuse me Sgt
Whitener and I were there just to follow up on the 707 and go from there. I don’t
believe he asked me to do any follow up.

Did you go inside the residence?

Yes.

Did you see any like holes in the walls or anything like that, that you recall?

Not that I recall, no Sarge.
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Ok did you have the affidavit at that point or were you still waiting on it?
It was probably in route, because I know it was finished because we wouldn’t
have gone there unless it was finished because he was already wrapping things up.

I don’t remember if it was in my hands or not. But I know that it was done.

Do you know who dropped it off to you? I realize it was December and it was

several months ago if you can remember.

And I’m really sorry. It was probably gone through like a hand to hand kind of
thing from up there, it might have been, I was thinking it was maybe the Sergeant
but I don’t, it could have been handed to me [ mean just because Pierson is such a
long ways away from 24 zone.

Right.

And I don’t even remember who transported him to be completely honest.

That was going to be my other question.

Sorry.

But you don’t recall if you transported him? Because I believe it was Dep.
Whitener?

It could have been...
Who took him to the PT unit for transport?

I do remember that because he got a, he had an SUV if I'm not mistaken.
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Yeah I think he did at the time.

I think he had and SUV and I remember him getting in the, yes, | remember

Chuck transporting him vaguely.

Do you anything about Dep. Deane’s personal relationship with -

Not personal relationship, [ mean I'm not really, Deane and [ are friends but I

mean we bullshit back, excuse my language, BS  back and forth but I don’t
know about his personal relationship with -

So you don’t you know what kind of relationship he has with -

Had with -no, I'm pretty sure that they have no contact whatsoever anymore
but 1 know before that they were pretty friendly. I mean they were friends on
facebook and they’d text back and forth on the phone and you know, he’s kind of
like an extravert fun guy or whatever. 1 guess they liked each other as friends. I

don’t know if there was anything beyond that.

So you don’t know if they were romantically involved or anything?

I do not.

Ok did you ever hear or see them converse whether it be in person or in text form
and exchange like nick names or anything? Did they have nick names for each
other?

No that I’m aware of.

Like “wifey” or “hubby” or anything like that?
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No I’'m not aware of anything like that. Deane and I were on, he was a Yankee
unit at the time and him and I were opposite, he was Yankee 22 and I was Yankee
21 and I never, I mean [ was friends with him but I never saw him because we

were on opposite shifts.

Right he wasn’t a regular shift mate of yours?
Correct.

Ok, do you have anything?

You had mentioned facebook. How did you hear that they were facebook friends

and how did you know that they actually texted back and forth and stuff like that,

I’ friends with-as well, I'm not friends with her on facebook, I’'m not, I don’t
have her phone number or anything like that but I'm friends with her and she
works at like the only restaurant in Pierson and just from conversation that’s how
[ know and from Deane as well. He had mentioned that they are facebook
friends, were facebook friends. And he’d chat back and forth and I’d give- a
hard time about it you know whatever but.

You are still presently assigned up in Pierson correct?

1 am.

You still go to the Pierson Family Restaurant?

I do.

Is-ﬁll a waitress there?

10
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Yes.

Have you spoken to her in reference to anything that has transpired in December?
Did she make any comments to you while you were there about the incident
between her and Travis or anything like that?

No and I've gone out m y way to not discuss the whole incident.

Ok is she the one that made reference that they’re friends on facebook and stuff

like that? Or was it Travis that told you?

Travis?

No that’s fine.

Travis I guess.

Travis, so I assume I know your opposite and you say you’re friends with him but
there was no other conversation related to -at all that you can remember that
you know we went to dinner her, we did this together, or did that together?

I don’t recall any.

Is there anything. ..

I don’t recall any, them ever hanging out after or outside of work or anything like

that beyond the party that I'm aware of,

Ok and what’s that party you speak of?
He had a Halloween party I think it was? Right around there at his house.

11
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Ok and did she tell you about, that she went to the party?

No I'm pretty sure it was Deane that told me about the party if [ remember

correctly.

And what did he tell you? That [JJllhad come to the party?

Yeah and well one or two other people, JJjjjhad shown up with
a...unintelligible...outfit or something like that I don’t remember what it was but
apparently it was a provocative outfit and another girl- had shown up

there as well. But 1 don’t know the specifics, I never saw any picture, I don’t,

wasn’t there.

Did you know -?

Yes I do.

You know '

Yes I do.

Do you know if Travis Deane knew - prior to them coming down there?
I don’t know that.

Do you know if they’re facebook friends or were facebook friends?

I don’t know, it’s possible but I don’t know.

Have you ever talked to Travis about -?

12
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No -no, it was more -than - -’s a little bi younger that
e

She is? How do you know she’s younger?

Because [ know -and Iknow [l

Oh ok, alright.

The conversation you had with Dep. Deane about the party and-was there in
some kind of an outfit. Was that like shortly after the party?

[ believe so.
Did he say anything else about you know -or what was going on there?

Well that there was, I don’t know, you know I’d like to say that he said they were
underage drinking at that time but I can't swear to that he told me that time. It
became apparent afterwards that there were some pictures that were taken of a
patrol car and some, that kind of stuff, | became aware of that. - became very
upset with Travis about the whole arresting her boyfriend kind of thing which is
understandable. And I remember-sending Travis pictures of the beer pong
on his car. I’m not sure what the text messages back and forth were but I
remember Travis getting kind of upset about, you know I’'m not sure what this is
supposed to mean kind of thing. Like is she going to go to the Sheriff about it, I
don’t see my patrol car number on here you know those types of things are
whatever how are they gonna get me for any of this. I’m like that’s your car kind

of thing I said but.
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Going back to what you just said when you had the conversation and that was I'm
assuming before the internal investigation was launched it was like shortly like

after...inaudible...

Sure

...and he made the, we don’t wanna put words in your mouth but if you can recall
what he said about underage drinking you know, did he make mention of that? Or

he had knowledge of it?

[ can't swear that he mentioned it, yeah -was drinking a whole bunch of beer,
or-was drinking a whole bunch of beer 1 don’t recall that, But it became
pretty apparent that everyone there was drinking. Its just like he never said yes
25 drinking and those particular words never came out of his mouth that I
can recall or [ iffor that matter.

But did he mention anything about underage drinking? Because you had just said

that and I wanna get a clarification if you know if this is what he said.

Yeah I know, I think what I meant it, because this story and this incident has been
going on for so long I may have misspoken. It became apparent afterwards, after
everything that was going on with what had occurred and the IA started and
everything and I may have learned that this stuff happened as far as underage
drinking. He may have sent, maybe he’s like, maybe the IA is about underage

drinking or something, I"'m not, I may have misspoke.

But you remember there was a reference made to underage drinking in reference

to the party he had, whether it be. ..

I’d like to solve the case for you and say that that happened but I can't. if it had
happened that he said underage drinking to me 1°d say that he did but I don’t

14
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believe he, I don’t remember if he did or not. I doubt he did say those specific

words.
But to your understanding he would know how old - was?

Yeah I would assume. I'mean [ don’t want to speak for him but I mean she’s in

high school.

And I understand, is it, I mean is -a popular, not popular but it she | mean
that’s the word I'm looking for. Is she often at the Pierson restaurant with-’
I mean they’re friends so I assume they’re together quite a bit?

Yeah, they’re all friends it’s a pretty close knit...

Do you know if Travis Deane ever spoke to or was on facebook with -7

I don’t know, I’'m friends with Travis on facebook but I'm not friends with [l
or [l on facebook. 1don’t look through whose friends are around. 1t’s just
kind of like one of those things like he’s a friend but I don’t like stalk him.

No Iunderstand.

Checking out what he’s posting and whatever,

Ok so just to clarify he had been sent, to your knowledge, he had been sent text

messages or photos of a patrol car with the cups on it...
I did not get sent them, he got sent those messages.

He got sent them.
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Yeah

And he was asking or talking to you about am I, do you think I’m in trouble that

type of thing, I mean do you think this is gonna go south for me, I mean...

[ don’t know if he was asking advice it was more like, because -wasn’t

working that day she was still pissed about the arrest.

Sure.

And she sent the text messages and she came to me in the restaurant if I remember

correctly...

Was he off duty or on duty? Well if you’re both opposite shifts right?

Yeah I’m sure if I was working, I’m not sure how that worked out to be
completely honest but we were both up there at the same time, he might’ve been
working 21 zone or I might have been working overtime. 1 was working a bunch
of overtime at the time.

Sure.

I’d have to look, but we were both there at the same time and he had the pictures
on his phone and he didn’t know what -was going to do with them as far as

like evidence or what he believed to be possibly evidence or whatever.

And you think that when he, you think the day that he showed you his photos was

after the internal affairs investigation began or closer to the arrest time?

16
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I’'m not sure, I think it more closer to the arrest time because she was upset with
him. [ mean shortly after but I think it was before the IA started. I'm just ball

parking here but...
Oh I understand...

Yeah we don’t want to put words in your mouth Taylor I mean we just want you
p . ] y

to tell us what you know...

Yeah we’re not...

...and if you don’t know, you don’t know.

I understand.

Now going back to that picture like you were saying
Uh huh.

Did Travis say anything as far as you know he was there when the picture was
taken or did he say anything about the cups on the car other than you know
they’re not going to be able to tell whose car this is because there’s no numbers

on it,

I don’t know, I do know that there was a short conversation about it because
didn’t look at the pictures for very long. And I think he immediately came into a
defensive mindset like holy shit I didn’t even these pictures were, I’m not sure if
he knew prior to -sending them to him if his mindset changed to “oh my
fucking God” kind of thing? I’m kind of up the creek here but then he started
thinking offensively like ok were my, the vehicles, I know its my vehicle but the

vehicle numbers not on there and how can they prove that it’s mine. I mean that’s

17
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logical I would assume that he would go through those thought processes but at

the same time.

But did he actually say those things or was that something that you think he might

have been thinking?

He probably said it...I’d like to be able to swear to that, it was probably part of

the conversation at the time, but. ..
|

When you saw those cups on there and you were aware of the party and he’s
sitting there with you in the restaurant I mean was your response to him like Jesus

dude, what are you thinking? You knew that these girls were...

1 didn’t focus on [ and actually 1 didn’t know [l was there at the time, I
didn’t focus on it, it was kinda like a laugh, like dumbass like what the fuck kinda
thing.

Yeah.

I didn’t completely become like mister whatever and be like you’re a bad deputy,

it wasn’t any of that it was just like...

Dude?

Really? I mean you’re just kinda like really?
Yeah, yeah.

Yeah.
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So he had the sense, he, in your opinion he had the sense that he knew that

something was wrong? Imean...
Well sure...

...at that point looking at photos...
...something was wrong.

...he said oh boy?

Right and I think at that time, he also knew, well he knew way before that but that

- and- were under 21.

But you didn’t know that they were there at that time?

No [ didn’t go to the party, I didn’t, he initially asked me to go to the party and
another friend of his up there asked me to go to the party and 1 guess said you
guess are too big of party animals for me. I got a wife and kids, I can't do that

stuff anymore.

Is there anything else that you can remember, whether it’s the going to Steven’s
house or the reference to the conversation in the family restaurant about anything

related to the case?

Not that I can recall. I mean if I do remember anything specific I'd be happy to
let you know but y’all have done a good job of squeezing everything out of me. 1
just don’t, I don’t remember anything else I don’t believe, if I do Il let you

know. is there any conversation up there at the Pierson Family Restaurant going

on around this hub bub of -and - and...
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Well people know about it from the owner of PFR, is aware of the whole thing, I
think everyone is aware that there was a situation but people up there because it is
a close knit kind of family or whatever, there are people that go to PFR everyday
and like stay there all day long. You know? and they’re kinda like, they know
that this, the defendant in this case they would call him a piece of crap or

whatever because he had kit her before in the past I believe is what I heard.
Oh you’re talking about the boyfriend Steven Dehut?

Yes, he’s apparently they’ve seen him push her or whatever in the past but this is
all prior to me getting up there. I don’t, so people are aware that first of all
apparently he is a bad guy and beats on -or had beat on -or whatever.
Their relationship is kind of well not very good. Idon’t believe that she’s secing
him anymore, Steven Dehut, from what I gather. But T guess to answer your
question people are aware of the whole thing. They don’t, they’re more whispers
you know than open talk about it whenever-comes around people kind of zip

their mouths or kind of thing because they don’t want to talk about it too much.
Anything else Taylor?

No.

Anything you wanna add or delete from your statement?

No.

Ok the time is now 1413 hours, this concludes the interview with Dep. Taylor

Sierstorpff.
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I, Sgt. Tom Tatum, swear that the forgoing
is an accurate transcription of the sworn
recorded statement of Dep. Taylor

Sierstorpff taken by me on April 20, 2012.
(Signed)

—

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 03

Day of |ﬂg..% , 2012.

Cothe Oy

Signature of Notary%blic-S’ﬁ)te of Florida

i CATHY CLAY
¥, O istion DD 754411

i Expires May 16, 2012
o sz

(Print, type or Stamp Commissioned Name
of Notary Public)

My Commission Expires:

My Commission Number is:

Personally Knownl_

Produced identification

Type of Identification Produced
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