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UNITED STATED DISTRICT COURT
MIDDLE DISTRICT OF FLORIDA

ORLANDO DIVISION
KURT VROMAN,
Plaintiff,
W Case No 6.06-cv-229-Or-28DAB
VOLUSIA COUNTY. FLORIDA, JAMES
TAUBER, TERRY MOORE, JAMES
WILLITS

Defendants
)

! F OR cOos

The Defendants TAUBER, MOORE, and WILLITS, in thelr respective Indiwvidual
capacity, by and through the undersigned counsel, pursuant lo Fed R. Civ P 54, Local
Rule 3.01 and Rule 418, Middle District of Florida, and Title 42 U 5.C § 1988, petition this
Court for their atiorneys’ fees and cosis in connection with this action since February 23,
2006 based upon entry of Judgment for each of the indwidual Defendants entered by the
Clerk on February 18, 2009 (Doc, 202) Plaintiffs seek $611,522.50 in attorney’s fees,
representing 2, 3600 hours at the applicable rates. A breakdown of the services performed
by each attorney is submitted with this petition. The subject matter of the work performed
la described more fully in the accompanying memorandum

Defendants also request an assessment of costs and expenses in the amount of
$0,805.92 A schedule of attomey's fees requested, varified bill of costs, memorandum
in support of the petition, and attorney affidavit in support of the fees and costs are
submitted with this petition
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Dated this 4.'#11.- day of March, 2009

Respactiully submitted,

LARRY ESQUIRE
Florida Bar No. 113010

ia.fl
Lguzmani@co volysia. flus
LUIS GUZMAN, ESQUIRE
Assistant County
COUNTY OF VOLUSIA

fl.us
NANCYE R. JONES, ESQUIRE
Assistant County Attorney

sia.flus
CHARLES HARGROVE, ESQIRE
Assistant County Attorney
123 West Indiana Avenue
DeLland, Florida 32720-4613
{HB}FH-EH&W{EEB} 736-5080 F
E-mall i
Attorneys for the Defendants, County of
Volusia and Tauber Moore and Willits in
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RVI
| HEREBY CERTIEY that a true copy of the foregoing Motion was furnished by e-
mall delivery, on this day of March, 2008, to: MOLLY A. ELKIN, ESQUIRE and
BRYAN G, POLISUK, ESQUIRE, Woaodley & McGillivary, 1125 15" 51, N W , Ste 400,
Washington, DC 20008, and by U.S. Mall Delivery to PAUL A. DONNELLY, ESQUIRE,
204 West University Ave., Ste. 5, Gainesville, FL 32601

Florida Bar N8 113010
Deputy County Attorney

LUIS GUZMAN, ESQUIRE
Assistant County Attorney
COUNTY OF VOLUSIA

Njones@co.volusia fl.us
NANCYE R. JONES, ESQUIRE
Assistant County Altorney

c U
CHARLES HARGROVE, ESQIRE
Assistant County Attormey
123 West Indiana Avenue
Deland, Florida 32720-4613
(3B6) T36-5850/(388) 736-5060 F
E-mail. vl
Attorneys for the Defendants, County of
Vaolusia and Tauber, Moore and \Willits in
their indiwdual capacity
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UNITED STATED DISTRICT COURT
MIDDLE DISTRICT OF FLORIDA
ORLANDO DIVISION
KURT VROMAN,
Plamntiff,
L Case No. B8:08-cv-229-Or-280AR

VOLUSIA COUNTY, FLORIDA, JAMES
TAUBER, TERRY MOORE, JAMES

WILLITS
Defendants
]
DANTS® OF
Al ) S AN 15
STATE OF FLORIDA
COUNTY OF VOLUSIA

I, LARRY SMITH, being first duly swom. deposes and says as follows

This Affidavit is belng prepared and filed pursuant to the standards applicable in the
Eleventh Circuit. Defendants, JAMES TAUBER, TERRY MOORE and JAMES WILLITS

requests a total of $611,522 50 In attorneys' fees with regard to services provided by

counsel with and for the County of Volusia, County Attorney, In this matter  The attorneys'

fees are based upon the following hours of work and hourly billing rates

Pldg: Affidavit in Support of Patilion for Fees & Costs
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Dates Attorney Hours fate A=_mnum

070806 - LARRY SMITH 14008 S3000ph $420, 240 00
02 TG
D30S0T - LLIS R GUZMAN 710.2 $178nh §124,286 00
2100
QBITA0E - CHARLES [ HARGROVE 13T 7T $250dph $ 3442500
101807
Q30706 - MATTHEW 3. MINTER 100.4 $3004ph $ 30,120 00
Q80208
DEHDS0E - HAMNCY A JONES 10.9 §275ph § 248250
Dar 1408

23600 TOTAL 8611622 50

The undersigned is a Deputy County Attorney with the County of Volusia, County
Attorney, and has served In such position since June 2006 The undersigned has been
licensed to practice law in the State of Florida since 1968 and is in good standing with the
Florida Bar The undersigned practices exclusively i government law, personal injury
eminent domain, labor and employment discrimination law, including federal litigation under
the various civil rights acts. Each attomey with the County Attorney Is assigned a rate
depending on the attorney's years of legal experience, and more significantly, the
attorney's experience in labor and employment discrimination matters.

1 The time and the labor required - Since March 7, 2008, date of service of
Petition & Summons on Defendants, former Deputy County Attorney, Matthew G Minter
has spent 100.4 hours of time on this matter Assistant County Attormey, Charles D
Hargrove, has spent 137.7 hours of time on this matter, Deputy County Attomey, Larry
Smith, has spent 1400.8 hours of time on this matier; Assistant County Attorney, Luis R
Guzman, has spent 710.2 hours on this matter; and, Assistant County Attorney Nancye R,
Jones, has spent 10.9 hours of ime on this matter The billing records for this matter,

Pidg AfMdavit in Support of Petition for Fees & Costs
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which show the amount of time spent on each task by the above individuals. are attached
hereto (Note The attached billing statements refiect the legal work performed on the
casse See Exhibit *1° aftached herefo.)

2 Thenovelly and difficulty of the questions - This case involved allegations of
First and Fourteenth Amendment right violations due to Plaintiff's association with the
Intermational Association of Fire Fighters (JAFF), Local 3674, and retaliation by Defendants
in the form of termination of employment as a result of his outspoken criticism of the fire
services administration and his association with the IAFF  The issues ralsed by Plaintiff
{and which were ultimately taken before a jury) were not particularly novel or complex for
a law office practicing in civil nghts and the labor and employment law field,
- It is the

undersigned's belief that the efficient handling of the issues required counse! highly
experienced in the field of civil rights and |labor and employment law

the case - Defendants’' counsel, baing part of the County of Volusia, County Attorney’s
office, maintains a full case load for all of its members at all times Accordingly, the
representation of Defendants herein rendered the attorneys involved unable to use the
time spent on Defendants for other purposes

5 The cystomary fee - The customary faa far representation by counsel in the
private seclor with simllar experience In |abor and employment litigation and civil rights
litigation in Federal District Court in the Middle District of Florida ranges from $175 to $300
per hour. Defendants submit that a total fee in the amount of $611,522 50 is reasonable

Pidg: ARl in Support of Petition for Fees & Costs
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in this case. The attomeys’ fees are based upon the following hours of work and hourly

billing rates

Dates  Attorney Hours Rate Amount
D7/0808 - | LARRY SMITH 1aho8 F300pN | $420,240.00
21709
CADBDT - LUIS R GUZIMAN 702 $175/ph $124.285.00
02/18/08
DAA1N0E - CHARLES D HARGROVE 137 7 #250/ph § 3442500
1015007

0XOTI06 - MATTHEW G, MINTER 1004 5300/ph $ 30,120.00
00206

0O/05086 - NANCY R JONES 1089 s225/ph § 245280
04/14/086

2380 TOTAL $611,522.50

TAUBER. JAMES WILLITS and TERRY MOORE, obtained Judgment, on or abaut

February 18, 2008, In accardance with the jury’s verdict rendered on March 18, 2008, as
to Plaintiff's claims in their entirety

B The experience and reputation of the attorneys - The following aftomeys were
involved in the instant litigation Matthew G Minter, Esquire, Larry Smith, Esquire, Charles
0. Hargrove, Esquire; Luls R Guzman, Esquire and, Nancye R. Jones, Esquire Seé
attached mini Biography of attomeys marked as Exhibit "2"

Pldg: Affidavit in Support of Petition for Fees & Costs
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10  The undesirability of the case - This factor has no bearing on this case
11 ient - The
undersianed and associated counsel have had a long-standing relationship with the
individual Defendants by virtue of their employment with the County of Volusia  The hourly
rates sought are the same as those charged for representation of other individual

defendants who are County employess as well as that charged for the County of Violusia

as defendant.

12 The amountof costs wvoived - Defendants. TAUBER. MOORE and WILLITS'
total costs for which they are entitied to recover is $9.805.82, as set out in Defendants’
Petition for Attorney Fees and Costs and the Bill of Costs filed herein

I have read the above Affidavit comptised of eleven (11) numbered paragraphs and

swear that it is true to the best of my information and knowledge.

L

LARRY SMITH, EEDUIHE Affiant
Fla Bar No. 113010

The foregaoing Instrument was a:anumdhﬂmmmnﬁﬁuw of March, 2000,
by LARRY SMITH, who |s personally known by me and who oath

ARY FLIE . Sfath, of Florida

Pldg: Atdavit in Support of Patition for Fees & Costs
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