
STATE ATTORNEY
ELEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF FLORIDA

E. R. GRAHAM BUILDING
1350 N.W. 12TH AVENUE

MIAMI, FLORIDA 33136-2111
KATHERINE FERNANDEZ RUNDLE TELEPHONE (305) 547-0100

STATE ATTORNEY www.miamiSAO.com

PRESS RELEASE

Contact: Ed Griffith: 305-547-0535

FHP OFFICER CHARGED IN FALSE TICKET SCAM
False Tickets Plague Unknowing Drivers

Miami (February 2, 2010) – In response to citizen complaints about the issuance of traffic
citations for offenses that did not occur, a 12 year veteran trooper of the Florida Highway Patrol
has been arrested.

Trooper Paul C. Lawrence has been charged with Official Misconduct after an investigation
revealed that numerous tickets he submitted to the Miami-Dade court system were bogus.
Trooper Lawrence had been a member of Troop E in Miami-Dade County.

The Florida Highway Patrol first became aware of the problem on November 24, 2009. At that
time, Captain Marshall Davies of Troop E began to receive telephone calls from concerned
individuals complaining that they had received notices about the issuance of traffic citations that
never occurred. The citations were issued by one officer, Trooper Paul C. Lawrence.

All of the complaining individuals had been stopped by Trooper Lawrence in the past, but
denied receiving the new traffic citations. A lack of knowledge of the tickets caused some of the
victims to have their Driver Licenses suspended. Further investigation revealed a discrepancy
between the citations filed via computer with the Miami-Dade court system and the number of
citations filed with the Division of Motor Vehicles in Tallahassee. An apparent pattern revealed
that the false citations were never signed by the alleged drivers.

The investigation also revealed that most of the drivers could never have been at the cited
locations when the tickets were issued.
A desire to increase the number of citations reported to the Florida Highway Patrol appears to
be the motivation for Lawrence’s actions.

“We all know that honesty and integrity are the central values of every effective police agency,”
said Dade State Attorney Katherine Fernandez Rundle. “When an officer lies, he damages the
reputation of his department and every one of his fellow officers. In Mr. Lawrence’s case, he
has also committed a crime. Now we all must work to undo the damage Mr. Lawrence created.”

Paul C. Lawrence has been charged with:

 22 counts of Official Misconduct (3rd Degree Felony)


















