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the drowning death of 18-month-old Gregory Edwards Jr. The death occurred at his residence, identified
as 4029 Gardenwood Circle, Grant, Brevard County, Florida. Gregory Jr’s mother, Kathleen Edwards, and
maternal grandmother, Margarita Bonilla, were identified as being the supervising adults at the residence,
when the drowning occurred. On October 1, 2020, the Brevard County Sheriff’s Office submitted the
investigative findings of this case to the Brevard State Attorney’s Office, 18" Judicial Circuit, for review.
After careful review of the evidence and facts of the case, it was determined there was substantial probable
cause to charge Kathleen Princess Edwards with Aggravated Manslaughter of a Child.

This investigation has revealed that on June 27, 2020, at approximately 9:49 a.m., Kathleen Edwards used
her cellular telephone and called emergency 911, from her residence at 4029 Gardenwood Circle, Grant, to
report that her 18-month-old son, Gregory Edwards Jr., fell into the pool and was later located
unresponsive. Kathleen stated to the BCFR emergency 911 dispatcher that Gregory Jr., was n the water
for what she estimated was approximately ten minutes before being found and removed from the water.

Kathleen stated to BCSO Deputy Chad Massolini that she stopped performing CPR on Gregory Jr. for fear
of breaking a rib prior to the deputy arriving.

Gregory Jr. was transported to Sebastian River Medical Center (SRMC) where he received advanced
medical treatment. Gregory Jr. was later pronounced deceased on July 2, 2020, at 4:05 p.m. On July 3,
2020, an autopsy was conducted on Gregory Edwards Jr, by Dr. Raman Baldzizhar of the District 19

cers/lomplsintunt’s Signaturs 1o Offcer's/ Tomplaintont's Nams (Printed)
Electronically Slgned 06827 TroyDeavers

BCSO Caplas Afdadt 202000218221 Page 2 0F 8
Filing 123529748 VS 05-2021-CF-020747-AXXX-XX




AGENCY NAME: BREVARD COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE BREVARD COUNTY, FLORIDA | |Armestig Apenry Lise Rumber

citinaation Page jw,afwg 2020-00215221
fendant/ fuvenile Name (Lash First Rididsl LETS Number
Edwards Kathleen Princess
= - = e
Last, First, Middie) iﬁm *S«u Date of Birth/Age Bavedle 1Y or )
Faleay 0 - Misdemsavor
Hace So% Date of Birth/Age Svenile (Y or 8}
Avlarge . o otiedo U obelany oo Misdemeanor
PO Sl oo et Roditons) Tharge o imm fesupd % Pt Ae - Domestid Vidlense L Oader ofdivest
¥ |Swtuts] Ordmance Bumber . |Redasuier
D
Drug Typs Amvount/ Ung Band Amount Warrans / Citation § Couvt Hamber
Warrant Additional Chargs {Dat ssied | wrinafl___ DomestcVidence . OrcerofAmest __
Counts gy Stwtate  Growance Humbar - |Redussber
el
{%mg Type Armeant] Unit - 1Bond Amount Warront Citaton 7 Court Homber
-
Additionsl Charge - {0t tssaed WA DeomesticVidence - Order shAmrest
Counts lps . |Stetts § Ordmance Humber  [Recmsiier
e,
DeugType onnt/ Uit Send Amaunt Warrant / Cltetion f Court Bumber
}-W iR Tag/ Tag et Srienarg Color s s'imm Ealar

=t Applivable, provide information related taihe veldide invalvedin the orime,

Medical Examiner's Office, in which the cause of death was determined to be “drowning.”

Evidence demonstrated that only two adults, Margarita Bonilla and Kathleen Edwards, were at the
residence during the time period Gregory Jr. drowned.

During a recorded conversation with FTO Andres Nunez while at the SRMC, Kathleen described that prior
to Gregory Jr. drowning, she was having a conversation with her mother, Ms. Bonilla. The conversation
consisted of Ms. Bonilla insisting Kathleen have the pool fence up around the pool to prevent children from
falling into the pool and potentially drowning. Kathleen stated to FTO Nunez, “1 still don’t listen to my
parents.” Kathleen stated she thought Gregory Jr. and Kataleena were inside the house. Kathleen then
stated she saw the pool door open and only saw Kataleena and not Gregory Jr. - As alleged by Kathleen,
approximately ten minutes later, Gregory Jr. was found unresponsive in the pool. Kathleen then stated that
she has a screen fence that goes around the pool and she “usually” has the neighbor kids (never identified)
put it up. Kathleen stated she told the unknown neighbor kids not to put the fence up the day before.

The Brevard County Sheriff’s Office authored and presented a search warrant to the State Attorney’s
Office, which approved the warrant that was presented to the Honorable Circuit Judge Charles Crawford
of the 18% Judicial Circuit, who authorized the search warrant.

The crime scene reflected that the child safety fence that was possessed and i1s designed to surround the
pool was not being utilized. This screen fence was located in a shed in the backyard of Kathleen Edwards’

FRCampm IS Bgnetire
Electronically Signed

F 0627

F«T’"

TroyDeavers

arsiComplaintant's Hame Ponted

Filing 123529748

VS

BOSO Capian Afidavt 020-00215221 Page 30F 8
05-2021-CF-020747-AXXX-XX




AGENCY NAME: BREEVARD COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE BREVARD COUNTY, FLORIDA. ¥ Testing Agency Case Number

antniation Page 4 o § 232{}*9023 5221
fondant/ Juvenile Name fast Bt Midds) LBTS Numbae
Edwards Kathiesn Princess
M
Tiam First, Mhdde) }nm Fw }m of Bireh7Age Tvenie (¥ or N}
Chied, 0o Feleny o Misdemeanor
RN RSN oo SRR S Comesiny
Fm Sex ’me of BirthAge rvente (7 ¢ N}
PRy L Misdsmeaner o
e Additionel Charge____  [Daw tisued | woma ___ DomestcVidence __ OrderofAmest __
5. |Smtute ] Ordinance Humber  |Redesifer
ord o
TorugType mount 7 Gnic {Bond Amount Warrant ) Citation f Court Humbar
Addtinna Oowrgs ;nm Hzed i WAL o Domestis Wolenee o Ovder of dpvesy
Tons  Jpx, Statute J rdnance Rumber | |RRORSSBE!
ord. |
Fm Tore Arment] Unit Band Amount Warrant ; CAADOY § Court Humber
L
Additional Charge .. - |Dateisued [ weimAR.__ DomestcVislence ___ Orderofmest
Eomts - Jra . St j Ordinance Number | [Redasaser
ek
[msm Surt] Unit Fmd Barount mrant ; Cication J Sours Number
Vil r’m # Tag State Bemary Lolor Famnm Color

* ¥ Apphicable, nrovide iy formatinn related to the yehids dreolved in the orime.

residence with several items and debris around and on top of 1t. This is consistent with the numerous
statements received from family and friends, who all stated they have never seen a safety security fence or
safety measures in place around the pool to protect children from drowning. This is in direct contradiction
with Kathleen's statement to FTO Nunez about recently taking the fence down so neighborhood kids could
swim in the pool.

Neither Kathleen nor Ms. Bonilla provided a full account to the Sheriff’s Office of how Gregory Jr.
drowned.  Interviews with other witnesses were completed in an attempt to identify the factual
circumstances relating to the time period prior to and following the drowning, which directly resulted i
Gregory Jr.’s death. During these interviews it was discovered that Kathleen provided inconsistent details
of the events to several individuals leading up to and following the drowning.

DCF Intake number 2020-181671-01 interviews reflected Ms, Bonilla and Kathleen were inside the kitchen
area of the residence. It was noted that Ms. Bonilla saw Kataleena and Gregory Jr. go into the back yard
area. She clarified by saying the children were in the grassy area of the vard, not in the pool area, but near
the outdoor playset. They (children) had opened the back screen door (Both pool screen doors were
observed with elevated door latch that measured approximately 58 inches in height) and walked into the
yard. At one point, Ms. Bonilla looked up and only observed Kataleena in the back yard.

DCF Intake number 2020-181671-01 interviews reflected Kathleen -and Ms.  Bonilla both submitted
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voluntarily to on-site drug tests. Following the death of Gregory Jr., Kathleen Edwards tested positive for
the presence of THC by a DCF administered drug test. (Kathleen is prescribed medical marijuana.)

Kathleen told Cleda Edwards that three-year-old Kataleena must have opened the residence slider door and
let Gregory Jr. out into the pool area. When Kathleen could not find Gregory Jr., Kathleen ran to the
neighbor’s residence, Ryan Slingsby and Jessica Slingsby, and knocked on their residence door. Ms,
Slingsby later stated that she was home the entire morning and did not hear any knock on the door, nor did
her dogs alert to activity at the door.

Kathleen told Garriel Elgin that Kataleena must have figured out how to open up the gate to the pool. Mr.
Elgin recalled Kathleen saying she opened the sliding glass door to let Gregory Jr. and Kataleena go
outside. Kathleen said Kataleena opened up the fence to the pool and that’s how Gregory Jr. must have
entered the pool. (This is in direct contradiction of her own statement about the safety fence. Kathleen
stated to FTO Nunez the safety fence was not up. Additionally, the safety fence was located in a shed in
the backyard with items and debris around and on top of the child safety security fencing.)

Kathleen told Jonathan Pruden that she and Ms. Bonilla were inside the residence, while Kataleena was
outside playing. Mr. Pruden was not able to provide details of where Gregory Jr. was at prior to the
drowning. Kathleen and Ms. Bonilla could not find Gregory Jr. inside or outside the residence. He advised
that either Kathleen or Ms. Bonilla went to a neighbor’s residence, but still could not find Gregory Ir.
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Kathleen told Brian Torres that she believed Gregory Jr. and Kataleena were playing in the backyard by the
playground. At some point that moming, Kathleen could not find Gregory Jr. Kathleen and Ms. Bonilla
looked inside and outside the residence, but could not find him. Kathleen stated she found Gregory Jr. in
the pool and pulled him out. Kathleen then called 911 and began performing CPR.

Ms. Bonilla stated to Agent Wheeler and Agent Wayne Simock that she believed Gregory Jr. was with
Kataleena in the backyard by the playground because Gregory Jr. was able to walk. According to DCF,
the intake case noted (2020-181671-01) Ms. Bonilla advised the only way Gregory Jr. could have got
back inside the screen was to crawl through the dog door (screen enclosure door). Since Gregory Jr.
wusn't found outside, they started looking inside the house for him. After searching inside, Ms. Bonilla
thought to herself, “I'm not crazy, 1 saw him outside.”  As a result, she went outside to look again. She
advised, “‘Something told me to look under the pool tarp.” Ms. Bonilla looked under the tarp and saw
Gregory Jr. floating in the pool water and he wasn 't moving. Gregory Jr. was removed from the pool. (It
is unclear who removed Gregory Jr. from the pool.) Ms. Bonilla placed Gregory Jr. on his back and
started doing chest compressions. Gregory Jr.'s eves opened and he spit water out.  Ms. Bonilla and
Kathleen were hesitant to call 911 due to their previous interactions with law enforcement, but Kathleen
ultimately called 911.

Neighbors, Mr. and Ms. Slingsby, provided statements that they have, on occasions, observed Kataleena

a5/ Complaintent’s Sananue g CHEcar's/ Complninats Nome Printed
@;ectmnicaiiy Signed 0627 TroyDeavers

BOSC Caples Atidawt 2020400815221 Pags 6 OF 9
Filing 123529748 VS 05-2021-CF-020747-AXXX-XX




AGENCY NAME: BREVARD COUNTY SHERWFFS OFFICE BREVARD COUNTY, HORIDA Arvesting Agancy Case Rumber
ContinuatonPage 7 ot 8 2020-00215221

fesrddant / husenite o aet Flost, Rliddiel CBYS Number
dwards Kathisen Princess

o DetendantName (Lust First, Middi ;Racz F«x ism of Birthi Age Tovenie [F o N}

Arrastod Attarge - o Cied Felowy o Misdemeanar o

Co-Dfendnnt Name fuast, Firet, Mvtiel }"nm Tex ate of BrthiAge Tovesie (7 or N}
Arimge Lieed Felony Misdemeanar
Warrant____ Additional Charge . [Dawlssued | WemaAR.___ DomesticViclsnce . Orderof Armest
aunt fp g Stutyte  Ordinance Numher - (Redansifier
e
DrunType Arnount f Unit }ﬁmé Anmunt Waresnt § Citstion § Court Humber
Warrstit Ackitional Chnrge f:mx temed } Wit AR, Domestic Violenis txeer of frast
Counts ey Statute / Ordinsoce Humber . [Redessifier
13
rug Tens Tamant 4 Unit Bond Amount Whmrant / Citation § Cort Bumber
e Capiss___ Vst Additonsl Chwge .. . [Datsisusd | WomAR.___ DomesticVidencs . Ovder stAmest .
Lounts . Jp e Statute / Ordinance Rumber  {Redassilier
e &
Drug Type Asnamnt? Unit Bond Amowmt Warvant 7 itation § Court Nusnber

i

romy i }’m;m T Ipﬁmm Covr Famm Tolor

=1 Anolicabls, provids informution related o the vahids invelvad in the orime

and Gregory Jr. unsupervised while outside of their residence. Mr. Slingsby stated he has had to recover
the children from the roadway so they would not get hit by a vehicle. Mr. Slingsby also has observed
Gregory Jr. by himself on top of the outdoor playset. Mr. Slingsby stated concerns about Kathleen’s ability
to properly supervise her children.

Interviews documented other family members expressed similar concerns. In December of 2018, Nicole
Treasure was traveling in a vehicle with Kathleen after Gregory Sr. was taken off of life-support. While
driving from the hospital to Kathleen’s residence, Nicole and Kathleen spoke. During their conversation,
Kathleen told Nicole, “I didn’t want these kids. Greg wanted them. Now I'm stuck here with these kids by
myself.”

The Department of Children and Families advised they have investigated Kathleen Edwards previously.

DCF complaint 2019-345411-01 was received on October 30, 2019, at 3:41 a.m., DCF received an on-line
referral in reference to inadequate supervision of minor children. This is a summary of that report: An
anonymous person submitted an on-line complaint, advising Kathleen Edwards has left her two minor
children, 2-year-old, Kataleena and 10-month-old Gregory Jr., unsupervised while she was “sick” or under
the influence of medical marijuana. The children were said to be left in soiled diapers and clothing. There
have been times when Kathleen was under the influence of medical marijuana and she was unaware of the
children’s whereabouts. Kathleen was said to frequently drive while under the influence of medical
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marijuana, Kathleen made many comments relating to suicide. The anonymous source continued by saying
Kathleen’s children usually wake up around 7:00 a.m. and are taken to daycare where they stay for 8
hours. On the weekends, the children are at home with Kathleen. Kathleen was said to become upset
when the children are sick and can’t go to daycare. DCF initiated a 24-hour response to the Edwards’
residence located at 4029 Gardenwood Circle, Grant-Valkaria, Brevard County, Florida. The report
indicated the focus of the investigation was Kathleen, Gregory Jr. and Kataleena,

The Child Protection Team of Brevard (CPT) Staffing Report for Abuse Report#: 2020-181671 was
prepared and provided a conclusion that Kathleen and Ms. Bonilla both neglected to adequately supervise
Gregory Jr. and Kataleena. There was also evidence supporting that Kathleen failed to ensure that proper
safety features were in place, which might have contributed further into Gregory Jr.’s drowning and death.
The CPT Child Maltreatment Assessment Records Review, was prepared by Doctor Vi Ngo (CPT
Pediatrician) who documented that Gregory Jr.’s death was a result of “Abuse/Neglect” and “Inadequate
Supervision.” Dr. Ngo additionally stated, “Gregory (Jr) suffered submersion injuries and died as a result
of the injuries. His death could have been prevented if he had appropriate supervision around water.”

Based upon the interviews and evidence documented during the death investigation of Gregory Jr,
Kathleen Edwards’ inability to adequately supervise and protect the children was present as related
specifically to the day in question of Gregory Jr.’s death and historically over the time frame of the prior
DCF investigation.
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In conclusion of the Brevard County Sheriff's Office death investigation, Child Protection Team of
Brevard findings, and preliminary DCF investigation, Kathleen Edwards neglected to adequately supervise
Gregory Jr. and Kataleena.

A passive intervention is the use of an effective barrier between children and a hazard such as a pool. It has
been found that surrounding private swimming pools with safety barriers could prevent unsupervised
children from entering a pool, which significantly reduces their risk of drowning. Although Kathleen had
knowledge of the safety fence, she knowingly and intentionally chose not to use it. Even after being told by
her mother, Ms. Bonilla, Kathleen still failed to use the safety device and stated to FTO Nunez, that she
does not listen to her parents, Kathleen knowingly failed to ensure that the appropriate safety features were
in place, which combined with the failure to supervise the children, directly contributed to Gregory Jr.’s
drowning and death.

Case report and enclosures have been submitted to the State Attorney's Office.
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